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The Pondering studies were published in the Brit Chadashah Newsletter. Brit Chadashah 
(New Covenant) is a Messianic Fellowship in Sydney. Led by Paul Cohen a Jewish believer 
in Messiah Yeshua (Jesus). We meet together fortnightly for Bible studies from a Messianic 
Jewish Perspective. We are a unique fellowship made up of Jewish and Gentile people who 
are believers in Yeshua as the promised Messiah of Israel. 
 
If you don’t know Yeshua as your Messiah, we encourage you to search out the Scriptures for 
yourself. God promised in the book of Jeremiah, “You will seek Me and find Me when you 
search for Me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13). And we hope you will make contact 
with us so that we can share more about the Messiah, His life and ministry. 
 
Brit Chadashah is part of Celebrate Messiah (Australia). Celebrate Messiah’s  desire is to 
bring the Good News message of Messiah to the Original Messengers and to see God’s 
Chosen People fully restored through faith in Yeshua the Messiah. Celebrate Messiah was 
founded in 1995 by Lawrence and Louise Hirsch. Lawrence is a Jewish believer in Yeshua. 
http://www.CelebrateMessiah.com.au. 
 
Brit Chadashah is committed to building the Messianic Community of Jews and Gentiles who 
are a living testimony for Yeshua the Messiah. By donating to Brit Chadashah, you are 
partnering with us to do the work of “Reaching the Original Messengers”. The funds will be 
used in outreach to Jewish people as well as in educating Christians in effective ways to reach 
out. 
 
To Support the Ministry of Brit Chadashah or Paul please go to 
https://www.celebratemessiah.com.au/donate/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All “Scripture quotations taken from the (NASB®) New American Standard Bible®, 
Copyright © 2020 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. www.lockman.org” unless otherwise indicated. 
 
For more information on Brit Chadashah, the Sydney Messianic Fellowship: 
Please visit us on the Web www.BCSydney.com   
 
 
 
 
 
© 2021 Brit Chadashah / Paul Cohen 
Brit Chadashah; P.O. Box 304; Caulfield South, VIC 3162, Australia 
Email: bc@celebratemessiah.com.au  
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/BritChadashah.Sydney  
YouTube https://tinyurl.com/BC-Video 
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Pondering Psalm 58  
1 For the choir director; set to Al-tashheth. A Mikhtam of David.  
Do you indeed speak righteousness, O gods? Do you judge uprightly, O sons of men? 2 
No, in heart you work unrighteousness; On earth you weigh out the violence of your 
hands. 3 The wicked are estranged from the womb; These who speak lies go astray from 
birth. 4 They have venom like the venom of a serpent; Like a deaf cobra that stops up its 
ear, 5 So that it does not hear the voice of charmers, Or a skillful caster of spells.  
 

6 O God, shatter their teeth in their mouth; Break out the fangs of the young lions, O 
Lord. 7 Let them flow away like water that runs off; When he aims his arrows, let them 
be as headless shafts. 8 Let them be as a snail which melts away as it goes along, Like 
the miscarriages of a woman which never see the sun. 9 Before your pots can feel the 
fire of thorns He will sweep them away with a whirlwind, the green and the burning 
alike.  
 
10 The righteous will rejoice when he sees the vengeance; He will wash his feet in the 
blood of the wicked. 11 And men will say, “Surely there is a reward for the righteous; 
Surely there is a God who judges on earth!”  

 
 
A quick reminder about “Imprecatory” psalms 
As we have seen there are a number of imprecatory psalms. The literal meaning would be a 
psalm with a curse, i.e. the psalmist places a curse upon an enemy. But that is not quite true 
as the psalmist makes a request for God to step in and provide justice. In this imprecatory 
psalm David does not curse the corrupt judges, for they are representatives of God, but he 
asks for justice. These representatives of God stand in sharp contrast to what Moses had 
written about God: “…For all His ways are just; A God of faithfulness and without injustice, 
Righteous and upright is He” (Deuteronomy 32:4). Like the psalmist who said that the LORD 
“judges the world with righteousness” (Psalm 98:9), David believed that rulers and judges 
should reflect the divine King. 
 
Another reason for the imprecation is an appeal that God would fulfil His Covenants and His 
Promises to both the psalmist (individual) and collectively to His people (communal). While 
we do use the term imprecatory, an alternative, and at times better fitting term, might have 
been a “justice psalm.” We should remember that neither the psalmist, nor we, should ever 
seek personal vengeance upon an enemy. 
 

Superscript / Verse 1 
The author is David so this gives us an approximate date of about 1000 B.C.E. He gave the 
psalm to the choir director so it could be sung in the Tabernacle. It is set to Al-tashheth, the 
melody of “Destroy not.” This is a peculiar title (Psalm 57-59 & 75), and we have no 
knowledge of how it sounded. It is a ם  that is an inscription, meaning to make ,(mich-tam) ִמְכָּת֥
wise (Psalms 16 and 56-60), and that is a good reason to study these psalms for they will 
increase our understanding.  
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Possible Background 
David once again appears to be in a life-threatening situation, although the text does not give 
any firm clues. We see unjust rulers governing the land, and it is possible that this psalm 
reflects the time that king Saul issued the decree to kill David (1 Samuel 19:1), as well as all 
those who seem to support David (1 Samuel 22:16-19). In this psalm David is not just 
lamenting on his own behalf, but also for the faithful remnant that aided him. 
 
The Indictment (Verses 1-5)  
Translations of verse 1 differ greatly. Is David speaking of ‘gods’, ‘judges’ or ‘rulers’? The 
Hebrew is ֶלם  1 which might relate to Elohim (God/gods), but the context directs us to(elem) ֵא֫
the sons of man. As such, it probably refers to false judges or rulers who do not represent the 
true God. It is a word play on elohim which often means false gods. These rules are also false 
and even oppressive rulers. The play on words comes back to us in verse 11 where the true 
God (Elohim) judges the earth. 
 
These rulers provide no righteous justice, and they do not live up to what God had demanded 
in Torah: “18 You shall appoint for yourself judges and officers in all your towns which the 
Lord your God is giving you, according to your tribes, and they shall judge the people with 
righteous judgment. 19 “You shall not distort justice; you shall not be partial, and you shall 
not take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts the words of the 
righteous. 20 “Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue, that you may live and possess the 
land which the Lord your God is giving you.” (Deuteronomy 16:18-20). There is violence in 
their hands and their works show unrighteousness, i.e. it is their ethical behaviour toward 
others that is highlighted. 
 
Verses 4-5 give the same description of these unrighteous rulers, but then in poetic language: 
they are venomous and deaf to the plea of the oppressed; they choose not to listen to advice, 
as such they are mute when they ought to speak righteousness. Lies spread about people are 
venomous, and the wound that the poison creates is often far worse than the bite itself. Often 
people remember lies for a long time, even when they have been proven to be lies, so the 
injected poison by slanderers causes deep hurts. 
 
The Cry for Justice (Verses 6-9) 
David now turns to God and asks God to respond to those who are evil. While we pray some 
prayers from the scriptures, I suspect that not many of us have prayed in this way: O God, 
shatter and break their teeth… The image of a meek and mild believer is deeply rooted in our 
faith, and the idea that we must always “turn the other cheek,” on every occasion, is taught by 
some. However, this is simply not true. There are many psalms with imprecatory language 
(Psalm 5-6, 11-12, 35, 37, 40, 52, 54, 56-59, 69, 79, 83, 94, 109, 137, 139, 140 and 143); and 
Yeshua and Paul used imprecatory language (see the study on the imprecatory Psalms). 
 
In the context of this psalm, the young lions are the young, powerful enforcers of the ruler. 
They were most-likely the young henchmen of king Saul, who were trying to pursue and kill 
David. Young lions have not yet learnt wisdom in their hunting and they have boundless 
energy, just like these young men. This is why David is continually on the run from place to 
place in the Judean wilderness, as they are snapping at his heels. In light of that imagery the 

 
1 Elem, is an obscure word which only occurs here and in the title of Psalms 56, with the meaning of silence. 
The thought is it might have been  ֵ֙אִלם elim, meaning gods (Exodus 15:11). See other translations: KJV has O 
congregation, JPS has company, YLT has O dumb one, Robert Alter has chieftains and the NIV has rulers. 
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prayer makes sense. David asks God to break their strength and make them disappear like 
water in the desert. In the remainder of verse 7 we can see again that the Hebrew is unclear 
because of all the different translations: The NASB translates it this way “When he aims his 
arrows, let them be as headless shafts;” while Robert Alter has God as the subject, “Let Him 
pull back His arrows so that they be cut down.”2 This makes it much clearer that it is David 
who prayed and then left it with God. 
 
The metaphors continue: let them be as a snail that appears to be melting as they move away, 
and then the imagery darkens as David says let them be as stillborn babies, essentially asking 
that they would not see the light of day. Although he is asking for the same thing, the second 
verse has a far more emotional response, as David prays that his enemies would disappear, 
even before they exist. 
 
We must remember why David prays in this way about the young lions and the false rulers:  

1. They work unrighteousness 
2. They weigh out violence  
3. They speak lies 
4. They have venomous speech 

 
It is believed that David spent well over a decade on the run from Saul and his men. It is so 
hard to imagine David being chased by the king and his soldiers for such a long time. To put 
it in a modern context, it would be like David being hunted by crooked police, so that he 
could be brought before lying prosecutors and thoroughly corrupt judges. This is why David 
is imprecating and asking for justice from the Judge of all the earth (Genesis 18:25). 
 

David turns away from staring at the wicked and turns to God in prayer (verse 9). David 
doesn’t take justice into his own hands, but he asks God to bring about justice and sweep the 
wicked away. The thorns are a reference to the worthless men, just as he would expound later 
in life “evil men are to be cast aside like thorns” (2 Samuel 23:6). The poetry is difficult but 
the verse could read: 

“Before your tender briars develop into hardened thorns, with vigor,  
with wrath, He will drive them away as a storm wind.”3 

 
Often in poetry, there is a double entendre or a double meaning. Perhaps this is what David 
had in mind; the tender briars would be the children of the wicked. David prays that before 
they grow up into hardened thorns and are at the peak of their physical strength, remember 
them in wrath Lord and drive them away. Whichever translation we favour, the point is the 
same, God remove the wicked quickly. 
 
David essentially asks God to remove the wicked and for God’s justice. Note that David 
could have taken vengeance with his men (1 Samuel 18:27; 2 Samuel 10:7, 23:8-39), but 
being a man after God’s own heart, he leaves it with God to bring about justice. 
 
The Resolution (Verses 10-11) 
David “is graphic when he speaks of the joy of the righteous as they dip their feet in the 
blood of the wicked. Most modern readers find this language off-putting, but most modern 
readers have not suffered the violence and cruelty of wicked people as the psalmist 

 
2 Robert Alter, The Book of Psalms (W.W. Norton, NY, 2007), 203, footnote. 
3 Stone Edition of the Tanach; Mesorah Publishing (2001) 
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apparently had. And to the psalmist, the death of the wicked is just and an indication that 
there is a God of justice.”4 
 
Indeed, most of us, if not all of us, recoil at the idea of washing our feet in the blood of the 
wicked, and yet the martyrs cry out “How long, O Lord, holy and true, will You refrain from 
judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” (Revelation 6:9-10). 
Yeshua himself, when He comes to judge the earth, wears blood-stained garments 
(Revelation 19:13). Perhaps the righteous (Psalm 58:10), which is in the singular, is Yeshua 
who executes justice.  
 
Many African and Middle Eastern believers have far fewer problems with this text, as they 
have seen family and friends martyred for their faith. Think of groups like Boko Haram5 who 
are behind the mass kidnappings of young Christian female students aged from 16 to 18 in 
Nigeria. “Amnesty International estimated in 2015 that at least 2,000 women and girls had 
been abducted by the Islamic terrorist group since 2014, many of whom had been forced into 
sexual slavery.”6 
 
We do not rejoice over the death of the wicked (Proverbs 24:17-18), but we do rejoice when 
justice prevails; and we will rejoice when God will judge the wicked in that day (Revelation 
19:1-3). In light of the martyrs, or of the great suffering that some have endured, we can 
understand David and together we will say “Surely there is a reward for the righteous; Surely 
there is a God who judges on earth!” (Verse 11) 
 
Conclusion 
Many Western Believers in Messiah find the imprecatory psalms uncomfortable, and some 
even refuse to read them. For instance, some denominations have removed them from the 
public readings. 7 As we ponder this Psalm in which David cried for justice from his enemies, 
we note similar language in Jeremiah 18:18-23 and Revelation 6:9-10. It would be wiser to 
stick with David, Jeremiah, John and with Yeshua and proclaim that Yeshua came to save us, 
but He is also coming to judge the wicked of the earth (Revelation 19:1b-2).  
 
Yes, we ought to pray for and bless our enemies (Matthew 5:44; Romans 12:14), but we can 
also pray that God would remove the evil that taunts us and expose their wicked deeds. We 
cannot take personal vengeance, as vengeance belongs to the LORD (Leviticus 19:18; 
Deuteronomy 32:35; Romans 12:19), but we can, like David, ask God to deliver us and bring 
justice. We can give Him praise for the grace He has extended to us now, and the victory He 
will ultimately obtain.  
 
 
 
I hope this illuminates our understanding of this Psalm a little. 
Blessings in Messiah Yeshua 
Paul & Sue  
 

 
4 Tremper Longman III, Psalms: An Introduction and Commentary, edited by David G. Firth. Tyndale Old 
Testament Commentaries, (Nottingham, England: Inter-Varsity Press, 2014), 15–16:236. 
5 https://vom.com.au/tag/boko-haram/ 
6 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2014_Chibok_schoolgirls_kidnapping 
7 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalm_58#Uses 
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