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The Pondering studies were published in the Brit Chadashah Newsletter. Brit Chadashah 
(New Covenant) is a Messianic Fellowship in Sydney. Led by Paul Cohen a Jewish believer 
in Messiah Yeshua (Jesus). We meet together fortnightly for Bible studies from a Messianic 
Jewish Perspective. We are a unique fellowship made up of Jewish and Gentile people who 
are believers in Yeshua as the promised Messiah of Israel. 
 
If you don’t know Yeshua as your Messiah, we encourage you to search out the Scriptures for 
yourself. God promised in the book of Jeremiah, “You will seek Me and find Me when you 
search for Me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13). And we hope you will make contact 
with us so that we can share more about the Messiah, His life and ministry. 
 
Brit Chadashah is part of Celebrate Messiah (Australia). Celebrate Messiah’s  desire is to 
bring the Good News message of Messiah to the Original Messengers and to see God’s 
Chosen People fully restored through faith in Yeshua the Messiah. Celebrate Messiah was 
founded in 1995 by Lawrence and Louise Hirsch. Lawrence is a Jewish believer in Yeshua. 
http://www.CelebrateMessiah.com.au. 
 
Brit Chadashah is committed to building the Messianic Community of Jews and Gentiles who 
are a living testimony for Yeshua the Messiah. By donating to Brit Chadashah, you are 
partnering with us to do the work of “Reaching the Original Messengers”. The funds will be 
used in outreach to Jewish people as well as in educating Christians in effective ways to reach 
out. 
 
To Support the Ministry of Brit Chadashah or Paul please go to 
https://www.celebratemessiah.com.au/donate/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All “Scripture quotations taken from the (NASB®) New American Standard Bible®, 
Copyright © 2020 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. www.lockman.org” unless otherwise indicated. 
 
For more information on Brit Chadashah, the Sydney Messianic Fellowship: 
Please visit us on the Web www.BCSydney.com   
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Pondering Psalm 63 In the wilderness of Judah 
A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah.  
 
1 O God, You are my God; I shall seek You earnestly; My soul thirsts for You, my 
flesh yearns for You, In a dry and weary land where there is no water. 2 Thus I have 
seen You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. 3 Because Your 
lovingkindness is better than life, My lips will praise You. 4 So I will bless You as 
long as I live; I will lift up my hands in Your Name. 5 My soul is satisfied as with 
marrow and fatness, And my mouth offers praises with joyful lips.  
 
6 When I remember You on my bed, I meditate on You in the night watches, 7 For 
You have been my help, And in the shadow of Your wings I sing for joy. 8 My soul 
clings to You; Your right hand upholds me.  
 
9 But those who seek my life to destroy it, Will go into the depths of the earth. 10 They 
will be delivered over to the power of the sword; They will be a prey for foxes. 11 But 
the king will rejoice in God; Everyone who swears by Him will glory, For the mouths 
of those who speak lies will be stopped.  

 
Introduction 
This psalm is classified as a thanksgiving psalm (the songs that stress giving thanks). 
Sometimes it is David as an individual who gives thanks (Psalms 30, 32, 34, etc), and 
sometimes they are communal songs (Psalms 67, 100, and 124, etc) in which the psalmist 
encourages Israel to declare His praises. 

When “thanksgiving” is mentioned today many believers think only of verbal thanksgiving (1 
Chronicles 16:7), but in Biblical times thanksgiving would have been accompanied by a 
thanksgiving sacrifice (Leviticus 7:12-15). We see this clearly “To You I shall offer a 
sacrifice of thanksgiving, And call upon the Name of the LORD” (Psalm 116:17).  

We no longer bring a physical thanksgiving sacrifice, but we do need to give thanks, and we 
should remember the sacrifice of Messiah and in His Name give thanks (1 Thessalonians 
5:16-18). 

Superscript (verse 1 in Hebrew) 
The author is David, when he is on the run. Knowing the author will give us an approximate 
date of 1000 BCE. The location is the wilderness of Judah, מדבר יהודה (midbar Yehudah), 
David specifically references the Judean wilderness twice when he is on the run from Saul   
(1 Samuel 22:5; 23:14). 

  (midbar) מדבר
 It is in the wilderness that some of the prophets encountered and received the call of God. 
Think of Moses (Exodus 2:11-3:22) and Elijah (1 Kings 19:11-13). This is also true for Israel 
as a nation (Deuteronomy 32:10), and even Messiah Yeshua spend time in the desert 
(Matthew 3:13-4:11). In the desert there is far less distraction, and there is a greater need for 
total reliance on God and for God’s still small voice to be heard. 
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In Hebrew מדבר means a desert or a wilderness, but the same word means speaking. These 
two words are pronounced differently mid-bar means desert and me-da-ber means speaking; 
the link is that sometimes God can only speak to us when we are in the wilderness, in the 
desert of our lives. To be all alone with God in the quiet wilderness is a frightful thought for 
many believers. And yet, biblically speaking, it holds true that His voice somehow becomes 
louder in the wilderness, and although it may be a place we don’t want to go, if we do find 
ourselves in this place let God speak before returning to the busy buzzing, the flashing neon 
lights of the city life with all its distractions.  
 
Verses 1-5 
Here is David’s desperate call, God ֱא�ִהים (Elohim) you are MY God ֵאל (El). Here it is in 
sharp contrast with Psalm 118:28, where that same phrase is found but with thanks. That 
desperation can be seen in “my soul ֶפׁש  thirsts for You,” and in true Hebrew (nefesh) ֶנ֫
parallelism we note that flesh is its partner word (Psalm 84:2). David is using soul here as his 
life force, and like him, the land is “dry and weary.” They are both parched and tired, and it is 
as if his whole being is like the land, experiencing the absence of God is like a man with a 
thirsty throat in the Judean desert. The contrast is shown in that David recalls (or perhaps 
desires to be) in the Holy place, the Tabernacle, where he had pondered God’s power and 
glory.  
 
Note that the adverse situation of David’s life had not changed, yet he is pondering God’s 
power and glory. Meditating on God and praying might not change the situation we find 
ourselves in, but it does change the believers’ point of view as he aligns with God’s point of 
view. This is still true, as with David, we ought to say Your lovingkindness ֶסד  1 is(chesed) ָח֑
better than life, therefore I will praise and bless the Lord. Often lifting up hands is a sign of 
prayer (Exodus 9:29-33; 17:11-12, 16; Leviticus 9:22; 1 Kings 8:22, 38; Ezra 9:5; Job 11:13; 
Psalms 143:6; Isaiah 1:15; Luke 24:50; 1 Timothy 2:8; Revelation 10:5-6). 
 
When Israel considered the lovingkindness of God, it was as if they had had a full rich meal, 
and because they were full and satisfied, they praised the Lord (Deuteronomy 8:10). So too 
for us, when we eat the spiritual meal, it should cause us to sing His songs of praise. 
 
Verses 6-8 
David meditates during the evening and night. It is likely that verses 1-5 were written for the 
daylight hours, and 6-8 for the darkness of the night, when fears and doubts often surface, 
that David contemplates on how much God has been his help. The Targum (Aramaic 
translation) has David meditating on God’s Word2 and it is good to make that a practice.  

David uses the phrase “shadow of Your wings” (cf. Psalm 17:8), alluding to the presence of 
God (Exodus 25:22), and there he would rejoice. David holds tightly on to God for he knows 
that His right hand upholds him (Exodus 15:6); this is a symbol of strength (Psalm 17:7; 
44:3; 60:5; 63:8; 118:15-16; Isaiah 41:8-14). 

 
1 See notes on Chesed in Psalms 17:7 and 36:5-9. 
2 http://targum.info/pss/ps2.htm 
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Verses 9-11 
David rejoices in the strength of the Lord, even though his enemies seek to kill him. As such, 
he prays with imprecatory language that they may enter into the earth (grave), and “may they 
who pursue me with the sword be delivered over to the sword.” He also prays that they may 
become food for foxes. As foxes are scavengers, David prays that the bodies of his enemies 
who pursue him may lie unburied, only to be consumed by foxes and jackals (Targum). 
Biblically speaking this is a very significant curse (Deuteronomy 21:23). 

In the concluding verse David suddenly introduces the king  ֮�ַהֶּמֶל (HaMelech), not a king but 
the king. This is not Saul who he is running from, nor do I think that David is referring to 
himself already as the king, even though he has been anointed. For he is not yet acting as king 
and the promise of God (1 Samuel 16) was not yet fulfilled, so it seems unlikely that David 
declared himself as the king. Those two options (Saul and David) sit uncomfortably with me. 
Note that they also swear by him, by the king, and Israel was only permitted to swear by the 
Name of the LORD (Deuteronomy 6:13 & Isaiah 65:16). 

The king refers to a specific king who rejoices in God. Everyone that swears by “him” will 
glory, or shall be praised. The word glory is not kavod but from the root hallel meaning to 
praise, as in Hallelujah. I would translate it this way “And the king will rejoice in God; all 
(people) who swear by Him shall give praise.” In other words, along with the rejoicing King, 
the people shall praise the Lord. Psalm 63 is not referenced as messianic in the Brit 
Chadashah (New Covenant); however, it is my sanctified imagination that this could well 
refer to Yeshua the King (Psalm 2:6; 45:6; 89:27, 36-37; 110:1-2; Isaiah 9:6-7; Daniel 7:13-
14; Luke 1:32-33; Revelation 11:15). The words swear by Him carry the sense of ‘trusting 
in’; that is those who trust in Messiah the King, they shall give praise to God. In contrast, the 
mouths of those who speak lies will be stopped.  

Conclusion 

David was on the run from Saul, away from the sanctuary, and therefore away from the 
presence of God. As such he ponders God’s power and glory, and relies on the 
lovingkindness of the Lord, which is better than life. As such David constrains himself not to 
be downcast about the situation but to praise God who can deliver him. 
 
 
I hope this illuminates our understanding of this Psalm a little. 
Blessings in Messiah Yeshua 
Paul & Sue  
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