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The Pondering studies were published in the Brit Chadashah Newsletter. Brit Chadashah 
(New Covenant) is a Messianic Fellowship in Sydney. Led by Paul Cohen a Jewish believer 
in Messiah Yeshua (Jesus). We meet together fortnightly for Bible studies from a Messianic 
Jewish Perspective. We are a unique fellowship made up of Jewish and Gentile people who 
are believers in Yeshua as the promised Messiah of Israel. 
 
If you don’t know Yeshua as your Messiah, we encourage you to search out the Scriptures for 
yourself. God promised in the book of Jeremiah, “You will seek Me and find Me when you 
search for Me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13). And we hope you will make contact 
with us so that we can share more about the Messiah, His life and ministry. 
 
Brit Chadashah is part of Celebrate Messiah (Australia). Celebrate Messiah’s  desire is to 
bring the Good News message of Messiah to the Original Messengers and to see God’s 
Chosen People fully restored through faith in Yeshua the Messiah. Celebrate Messiah was 
founded in 1995 by Lawrence and Louise Hirsch. Lawrence is a Jewish believer in Yeshua. 
http://www.CelebrateMessiah.com.au. 
 
Brit Chadashah is committed to building the Messianic Community of Jews and Gentiles who 
are a living testimony for Yeshua the Messiah. By donating to Brit Chadashah, you are 
partnering with us to do the work of “Reaching the Original Messengers”. The funds will be 
used in outreach to Jewish people as well as in educating Christians in effective ways to reach 
out. 
 
To Support the Ministry of Brit Chadashah or Paul please go to 
https://www.celebratemessiah.com.au/donate/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All “Scripture quotations taken from the (NASB®) New American Standard Bible®, 
Copyright © 2020 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. www.lockman.org” unless otherwise indicated. 
 
For more information on Brit Chadashah, the Sydney Messianic Fellowship: 
Please visit us on the Web www.BCSydney.com   
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Pondering Psalm 64 God will act 

Psalm 64 
For the choir director. A Psalm of David.  
1 Hear my voice, O God, in my complaint; Preserve my life from dread of the enemy. 
2 Hide me from the secret counsel of evildoers, From the tumult of those who do 
iniquity, 3 Who have sharpened their tongue like a sword. They aimed bitter speech as 
their arrow, 4 To shoot from concealment at the blameless; Suddenly they shoot at 
him, and do not fear. 5 They hold fast to themselves an evil purpose; They talk of 
laying snares secretly; They say, “Who can see them?” 6 They devise injustices, 
saying, “We are ready with a well-conceived plot”; For the inward thought and the 
heart of a man are deep.  
 
7 But God will shoot at them with an arrow; Suddenly they will be wounded. 8 So they 
will make him stumble; Their own tongue is against them; All who see them will 
shake the head. 9 Then all men will fear, And they will declare the work of God, And 
will consider what He has done. 10 The righteous man will be glad in the Lord and 
will take refuge in Him; And all the upright in heart will glory.  

 

Introduction 
 

Outline 
1. David’s plea (verses 1-2) in light of the acts (verses 3-4) and the plans of the 

evildoers (verses 5-6). 
2. God’s response (verses 7-8) and the reactions of all men and the righteous (verses 9-

10). 
 
 

Superscript 
The superscript, which is part of the Biblical text, has For the choir director. This indicates 
to us that this was sung out loud by the choir in the Tabernacle, or later the Temple. It is a 
poetic melody, a Psalm - ִמְזמֹור (mizmor), and the author is David. 
 
This psalm is an individual lament. David complains or laments as his life is under threat 
from men with evil purpose. This leads to the theme of this Psalm: God’s judgement upon the 
wicked. There are two parts to this psalm: verses 1-6 and 7-10. In these first verses, we see 
David’s plea and a description of the enemies who attack him with their words. We see God’s 
response in the closing verses. 
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Rashi, relying on an ancient story in Midrash (Rabbinic commentary), says this is a prophetic 
prayer for the prophet Daniel by David. 1 

 
• “The authors of Aggadoth Tehillim (Midrash Psalms) interpreted this psalm as 

referring to Daniel, who was cast into the lions’ den. The language of the psalm fits 
the Aggadah [story] very well. David foresaw with the holy spirit all that would 
happen to him [Daniel], and prayed for him, because Daniel was his descendant.” 2  

 
While there are certainly some parallels to the story of Daniel, it fits best in the life of David. 
The reference to the secret council seem best placed during the rebellion of Absalom, which 
lasted some three years (2 Samuel 16:20-19:8). Absalom and Achitophel led a conspiracy; a 
secret agreement to replace David as king. 
 

Keywords 
Twice we see “suddenly,” meaning “unexpectedly” or “without warning.” In verse 4 the 
attacks of the wicked against David are without warning, while in verse 7 it is the reverse. 
The wicked suddenly and unexpectedly receive judgement from God who is watching and 
now shoots His arrows; it might well be called poetic justice. 
 
“Most repetitions in Psalm 64 indicate that the wicked receive precisely the punishment they 
deserve. Four such terms appear in verses 8 and 9. God shoots (just as they shot, v. 5) an 
arrow (as they used, verse 4), suddenly (as they did, v. 5). Their tongue (which they had 
sharpened, v. 4) ultimately causes their own downfall. The point is not only justice but also 
that the very actions chosen have the opposite effect.” 3 
 
 

Verses 1-6 
As with many laments, this one addresses the Lord with a plea, Hear my voice, O God (2 
Samuel 22:7; Psalms 4:1-3, 17:6, 18:6, 27:7, 28:2, 30:10, 54:2, 64:1, etc). Such laments are 
very common in scripture. 
 
David has a dread, a debilitating fear of the enemy, and asks for Divine preservation of his 
life, against those who lead the conspiracy (cf. Psalm 2). The word ִרְגָׁשה (rig’shat) tumult 
(NASB), or insurrection (KJV) appears only twice in scripture, in verse 2 and in Psalm 55:14 
where it is translated as throng (NASB, JPS) and company (KJV). In Psalm 55 David was 
walking with Achitophel among the worshipping, tumultuous throngs, but here it is the 
wicked crowds who are preparing the insurrection with Absalom. The ambiguity of the 
double entendre (meaning) reflects the duplicity of Achitophel. 
 
The enemy schemes with a secret counsel, and they are described as evildoers who do 
iniquity. These are more than general characteristics of the wicked, it emphasizes that the 
secrecy led to violence. Those that belonged to the secret council sharpened their tongues like 

 
1 Shlomo Yitzchaki, better known by the acronym Rashi, French medieval rabbi. His commentary is considered 
authoritative (1040-1105, France) and is printed in almost every Jewish study Bible together with the Targum. 
2 https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.64.2?lang=bi&with=Rashi&lang2=en 
3 Rabbi Benjamin J. Segal, A New Psalm: The Psalms as Literature (Jerusalem: Gefen Publishers, 2013), 
(comments on Psalm 64). 
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a sword seeking to justify their attack on David (cf. Psalm 31:13). The sharpening of the 
tongue refers to speaking in bitter language, especially against those who are either blameless 
or who can not defend themselves. And in this way, they spread their poison against David, 
as poisonous darts would kill. They shoot without fear, and David uses words that sound the 
same: shoot הּו ֻר֗ אּו and fear (yoruhu) ֹי֝  and perhaps this highlights the dread that (yira’u) ִייָרֽ
was on him. They have no fear, this would be fear of God, i.e. they were not worried about 
divine retribution. So they lost their moral compass, and were without the fear of God, 
speaking evil against God’s anointed, devising evil against him, even planning his murder. 
 
They hold fast, the word is from chazak, meaning “to make strong” or to firm up, indicating 
that they were bent on doing evil, and nothing would stop them. And again they show no fear 
of God, believing that He will not see (Job 22:13; Psalm 10:11). They had misplaced 
confidence in their secret council, their concealed plots and their hidden traps, and believed 
that God sees nothing and that it would all escape His attention. 
 
Verse 6 in the Septuagint (Greek translation) “They have searched out iniquity; they have 
wearied themselves with searching diligently,” so these evildoers strengthen each other, 
continued to devise wicked schemes, and were fatigued by their persistent search for evil 
plans. In light of that, we see that inside these men (their innermost being) and their thoughts 
(represented by their heart) is a depth that is full of wickedness (Psalm 5:9, Psalm 14:2-3). 
 
While David is negative about his attackers (and rightly so), he is not, nor does he claim to be 
innocent here, for he is suffering the consequences of his sins. Nathan the prophet, had told 
David that the Lord would punish him (2 Samuel 12:1-14) for the sins he had committed in 
secret. Just as David had a snare laid for Uriah, so too the Lord laid a snare for David. 
 
 

Verses 7-10 
Verses 7-10 give the response of God and the righteous, and it reinforces that God does see 
and that He continues to apply the Biblical principle of blessing for blessing and curse for 
curse  (Genesis 12:3). 
 
Many of us may feel uncomfortable with the Biblical principle that our good God also inflicts 
pain on His people. But I hope as you ponder the verses below you will see that it is a 
principle that the authors of the Bible accepted. 
 
God shoots arrows and wounds his enemies, the unbelievers (Deuteronomy 32:42; Psalm 
7:12-13, 45:5, 64:7, 144:5-8) without healing or restoration. God also shoots arrows and 
wounds believers for the purpose of drawing them back to Himself (Deuteronomy 32:23; Job 
5:17-18 6:4; Psalm 18:14, 38:2; Lamentations 3:12-13; Hosea 5:14-6:5). Before we think that 
it is only in the Tanach (the Older Testament), this principle is also found in the Brit 
Chadashah, when the apostle Paul had a thorn in his side. God could have removed it with 
ease (2 Corinthians 12), yet He used it to keep Paul focused on the grace that was provided to 
him. 
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• Brianna McClean wrote: “The God who wounds continues to teach me that He [is] in 
control, and I am not. The God who wounds is ‘gracious and compassionate, slow to 
anger and rich in love’ (Psalm 145:8). He is the very same God who heals our wounds 
by His own.” 4 

 
While it goes well beyond this Psalm study, God even allowed His Son to be wounded 
(Isaiah 52:13-53:12); note Messiah was smitten by God (Isaiah 53:4). 
 
Instead of God will shoot an arrow, the verse could be read as God has shot an arrow. While 
it was still a future event for David, we know that God ensured that it came about. The vile 
acts against David were turned about, curse for curse, because of Divine intervention. God 
will not allow His plans to be thwarted, and with Divine retribution He acts in response. They  
suffered what they had planned against the Lord’s anointed. Absalom who wanted to be 
elevated as king by hunting down his father was hunted himself, impaled and killed (2 
Samuel 18). Achitophel, the counsellor whose advice was sought (2 Samuel 16:23), and who 
counselled Absalom to pursue David at night, was ignored and he killed himself (2 Samuel 
17). 
 
They will stumble as though they walked in darkness, and their lies will expose them, the “all 
who see them” are both the wicked, the righteous and the by-standers. All will shake their 
heads in unbelief, a gesture of derision, and see the result of their careful planning. 
 
As if a light goes on, David then declares all men will fear God, as they realise it was God 
who punished the wicked, and then they will tell of the work of the Lord and they “will 
consider what He has done.” The English translation is weak here, and would be better 
translated as they will understand that God will not be mocked and that His justice will come 
about (Psalm 2:10-11). 
 
All people (adam) shall stand in awe and declare this is a work of God, in the context of the 
restoration of David the king, and yet it is as if we perceive the far future and the judgment 
upon the wicked (Isaiah 26:9; Revelation 19:1-2). Then the righteous person will rejoice in 
the LORD. This might feel uncomfortable for us (Proverbs 24:17-18), that we would rejoice  
while the wicked are being punished. Those that pursue righteousness come to understand 
God’s holiness and righteousness, and will understand God’s justice. The righteous person 
will then be able to seek shelter under His wings, and it is then that all the upright in heart 
will bring praise (halel) the LORD. But we saw this before in Psalm 58:10, we will rejoice 
when God will judge the wicked in that day (Revelation 19:1-3). We, as Western believers 
over the last few hundred years, have suffered little, but elsewhere there have been many 
martyrs, and great suffering. If we ponder their lives and deaths, we can understand David, 
and together we will say “Surely there is a reward for the righteous; Surely there is a God 
who judges on earth!” (Psalm 58:11). 
 
 

Conclusion 
In this Psalm David seeks the hand of the Lord to help and defend him against the foes who 
spread lies, and whose words had hurt him. He prays that God would step in and protect him, 

 
4 https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/when-god-wounds/ 
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and by using the principle of curse for curse, that the Lord would turn their words against 
them. He is confident that when others, or at least the remnant, see this they will praise the 
Lord and rejoice and take further refuge in Him. 
 
There may come a time when believers in the West, like the believers in the East and Middle 
East, will take this prayer as a model. The purpose is not so much to curse our enemies 
(imprecatory), but it is a prayer, a request for God’s justice, a plea for God to step into the 
troubled situation and an appeal for His protection. 
 
I hope this illuminates our understanding of this Psalm a little. 
Blessings in Messiah Yeshua 
Paul & Sue  
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