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The Pondering studies were published in the Brit Chadashah Newsletter. Brit Chadashah 
(New Covenant) is a Messianic Fellowship in Sydney. Led by Paul Cohen a Jewish believer 
in Messiah Yeshua (Jesus). We meet together fortnightly for Bible studies from a Messianic 
Jewish Perspective. We are a unique fellowship made up of Jewish and Gentile people who 
are believers in Yeshua as the promised Messiah of Israel. 
 
If you don’t know Yeshua as your Messiah, we encourage you to search out the Scriptures for 
yourself. God promised in the book of Jeremiah, “You will seek Me and find Me when you 
search for Me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13). And we hope you will make contact 
with us so that we can share more about the Messiah, His life and ministry. 
 
Brit Chadashah is part of Celebrate Messiah (Australia). Celebrate Messiah’s  desire is to 
bring the Good News message of Messiah to the Original Messengers and to see God’s 
Chosen People fully restored through faith in Yeshua the Messiah. Celebrate Messiah was 
founded in 1995 by Lawrence and Louise Hirsch. Lawrence is a Jewish believer in Yeshua. 
http://www.CelebrateMessiah.com.au. 
 
Brit Chadashah is committed to building the Messianic Community of Jews and Gentiles who 
are a living testimony for Yeshua the Messiah. By donating to Brit Chadashah, you are 
partnering with us to do the work of “Reaching the Original Messengers”. The funds will be 
used in outreach to Jewish people as well as in educating Christians in effective ways to reach 
out. 
 
To Support the Ministry of Brit Chadashah or Paul please go to 
https://www.celebratemessiah.com.au/donate/  
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Pondering Psalm 65, the peoples & the 
land sing  

Psalm 65 
For the choir director. A Psalm of David. A Song.  
1 There will be silence before You, and praise in Zion, O God, And to You the vow 
will be performed. 2 O You who hear prayer, To You all men come. 3 Iniquities 
prevail against me; As for our transgressions, You forgive them. 4 How blessed is the 
one whom You choose and bring near to You To dwell in Your courts. We will be 
satisfied with the goodness of Your house, Your holy temple.  
 
5 By awesome deeds You answer us in righteousness, O God of our salvation, You 
who are the trust of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest sea; 6 Who establishes 
the mountains by His strength, Being girded with might; 7 Who stills the roaring of 
the seas, The roaring of their waves, And the tumult of the peoples. 8 They who dwell 
in the ends of the earth stand in awe of Your signs; You make the dawn and the sunset 
shout for joy.  
 
9 You visit the earth and cause it to overflow; You greatly enrich it; The stream of 
God is full of water; You prepare their grain, for thus You prepare the earth. 10 You 
water its furrows abundantly, You settle its ridges, You soften it with showers, You 
bless its growth. 11 You have crowned the year with Your bounty, And Your paths 
drip with fatness. 12 The pastures of the wilderness drip, And the hills gird themselves 
with rejoicing. 13 The meadows are clothed with flocks And the valleys are covered 
with grain; They shout for joy, yes, they sing.  

Introduction 
The Hebrew text tells us that David is the author, so we know it was written in about 1000 
BCE. With this psalm, we take a break from the lament psalms (51-64), the next four psalms 
(65-68) are happy psalms, they are songs of thanksgiving. And we see that in verse 1, for 
each of them are “a psalm and a song” these two words would appear redundant is not a 
psalm a song? A Psalm ִמְז֗מֹור (mizmor), means a poem that is set to music and so it refers 
more to the musical composition, while these are also song שיר (shir) referring specifically to 
the words sung by a person. This was given to the choir director, the worship leader in the 
tabernacle who would have directed the musicians and choirs in worship. There are 14 
psalms that are both a mizmor and a shir (Psalms 30; 48; 65; 66; 67; 68; 75; 76; 83; 87; 88; 
92; 98; 108). 

Outline 
There are three strophes: 

• Verses 1-4 Here we read about the people coming together in the Tabernacle, to offer 
praise, to Him who Hears the prayers and He who forgives sins. 
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• Verses 5-8 The God who saves, who created and sustains the world, who stills the 
people, those that stand in awe of Him rejoice. 

• Verses 9-13 Even the land, particularly the land of Judea, displays the blessing of God 
by its rich abundance with which He has blessed it. 

Silence before You? Verses 1-4 
Many who are familiar with other translations of the Bible will recognise the unusual 
wording of the NASB: “There will be silence before You, and praise in Zion, O God” 
compared with: “Praise is awaiting You, O God, in Zion” (JPS, KJV, ASV, ESV, NIV). 
Robert Alter translates this as “To You, silence is praise”. The Hebrew word ּדּוִמָּיה (dumiyah) 
is used four times (Psalms 22:2; 39:2; 62:1; 65:1) and it usually means silence. As the 
worshippers would have gathered for the pilgrim festivals, there is an eagerness from them to 
burst forth in praise, but early in the morning, there may have been a time of silent 
contemplation, before the choirs came into the Temple courts, before the noise of the animals 
were brought in, before the worship commenced. 
 
An alternative thought is that David may be saying there is a limitation to words, and 
sometimes there can just be silence (Psalm 62:1). It is in the quiet moments that God speaks 
(1 Kings 19:11-13), as we contemplate His holiness, His righteousness, and His coming 
Kingdom, amongst other things it is then that we can express His praises. So first our silence, 
contemplating what He has and is and will be doing, then bring praise to God, as we cannot 
remain silent. 
 
After the lamenting psalms, David brings praise in Zion for God has answered his cry and so 
he is able to bring a vow in the Tabernacle. Implying that there was a time he had not been in 
Jerusalem to bring the sacrifices and the relationship with God was restored. If this is true 
(and that is my sanctified imagination) then this psalm might have been after David had 
counted the men (2 Samuel 24), Satan had tempted David to rely on his own strength, when 
made aware of his failing, David acknowledges the error of his way, and while he was 
troubled (smitten) and an acknowledgment of sin there was still the consequence of the sin; 
namely a pestilence would go through Israel for three days (2 Samuel 24:15) seventy 
thousand men died. David pleads and interceded, God stops the plague, and spared the 
destruction of Jerusalem; (verse 18) in that place; Araunah’s threshing floor David is 
commanded to build an altar, we know this place as Temple mount. David contemplating on 
this event, silently bring praise to the Lord. For now, he can declare that his prayers have 
been answered and all men can come to Jerusalem. 
 
You who hears the prayers of all men, there is prophetic language here: the calling of the 
Gentiles, while strangers and foreigners are often in opposition to the LORD (Psalm 2:1-3; 
46:6), and excluded from the covenantal blessings (Ephesians 2:12), all are invited (Isaiah 
56:7; Mark 11:17) not just Jewish prayers in Hebrew, but Jew and Gentile, of every tongue 
and tribe (Revelation 5:9). 
 
Many translations choose not to translate a term,  ֣יִּדְבֵר  “divrei” words; the words of iniquities 
(Proverbs 12:6), or “tale of iniquities” (JPS). David is saying the words of iniquities are too 
heavy, this may refer to verbal accusations which were raised against David in Saul’s court 
by men like Cush (Psalm 7) and David had advised Saul not to listen to these tales of 
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conspiracy (1 Samuel 24:9); as the Hebrew is very brief, it could be read that David is simply 
referring to his own words of iniquities, when he said the wrong things. Either way the verse 
ends with You atone, forgiveness for words and deeds must come from the LORD. 
 
Note in verse 4 “Your courts”, “Your house” “Your holy temple”, when we see this, we 
assume the Temple with its courts but these would also be the courts of the Tabernacle and 
the word Temple is the Hebrew ֵהיָכל (heikal) which would be better rendered as ‘palace’, this 
is the place God reigns from. While Moses only mentioned the Tent, by the time we get to 
Samuel the prophet a structure has been built (1 Samuel 1:9) and it would seem David builds 
a structure surrounding the Tabernacle in Jerusalem. 
 
The tabernacle had been referenced as “the palace of the LORD” already (1 Samuel 2:22), 
when around the Tent at Shiloh, an extra outer structure had been built, it was not as 
significant as Solomon’s Temple. Because the LORD is the King in and over Israel His 
house, is referenced too as a palace (1 Samuel 12:12; Psalm 5:1-2; 44:4, 47, 74;12, 84:3, 
95:3, 145:1; etc cf. Numbers 23:21; Revelation 15:3). 
 
How blessed / happy (JPS) is that Hebrew word ashre (see Psalm 1) is the person chosen and 
brought near, nevertheless who may dwell Your holy place? He who has clean hands and a 
pure heart (Psalm 24) those who desire fellowship with God, whose sins are forgiven, they 
may dwell in His courts and partake of the peace or fellowship offerings (Leviticus 3) and 
will be satisfied with the goodness thereof. The fellowship offerings bring peace, and 
reconciliation with God. 

Verses 5-8 
His deeds are awesome from the root ירא (yaree) translated as wondrous (JPS) or terrible 
(ASV, KJV) the word is often translated as fear, and so those that fear the Lord that see His 
wonderous deeds are those that will be answered in righteousness. This extends to all who 
fear Him, even to the ends of the earth, Jew and Gentile can stand in awe and celebrates the 
divine manifestation, though Israel is the primary recipient of God’s message (the 
Covenants), they saw His divine glory (Exodus 20), and received salvation (John 4:22) these 
manifestations now echo around the world. His power is displayed in the establishing of the 
mountains, the roaring of the seas and even the people of the earth will quiet themselves and 
stand in awe. God has control over all creation, there is a poeticness about this roaring ְׁש֣אֹון 
(sh’on) seas, roaring ְׁש֣אֹון (sh’on) waves, and tumult ֲה֥מֹון (ha’mon) of the peoples, for they will 
be silenced before God and all will bring praise in Zion and shout for joy. 
 
Perhaps there is an eschatological dimension, the roaring of the seas (Isaiah 17:12; cf. Psalm 
46:2-3) and the tumult of the nations will be removed, for in the eternal order there is no sea 
(Revelation 21:1) and the nations will be stopping their tumult (Isaiah 17:12-14) when all will 
acknowledge Yeshua as the King. 

Verses 9-13 
We move from God hearing prayers to seeing God’s hand on the earth (land) He brings forth 
its fruit (Deuteronomy 11:11-12). Verse 9 has earth, though the same word means land, and 
as there are plenty of countries on the earth with lots of water, think of Finland “the land of a 
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thousand lakes”, or Canada, Brazil, Sweden, but even in green northern Israel there is only 
one river (the Jordan) in Judea proper there are only a few wadis, streams, that are fed by the 
showers so these are seen as a blessing from above when God visits the land. This full-
flowing stream may well refer to the river of the water of life (Psalm 36:8; 46:4; Ezekiel 
47:1-12; Revelation 22:1-3) together with the showers that water the earth (Deuteronomy 
11:11; Psalm 104:13; 147:8; Joel 3:18) these are seen as the blessing from God. 
 
For without God’s provision of water Judea’s hard and rocky soil would be unproductive, 
only with His blessing will the hills rejoice with well-fed flocks and grain, this is seen as the 
blessing from above.  

Reasons to give praise 
This Psalm contains a list that David uses to praise the LORD. 

1. You who hear prayer (verse 2, 5), God listens when we come to Him (Psalm 66:19; 
102:17; Jeremiah 29:12). 

2. As for our transgressions, You forgive them. (verse 3) God forgives sins (Hebrews 
9:14). 

3. We will be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, Your holy temple. (verse 4) God 
desires fellowship (Exodus 29:45; Zechariah 2:10; John 1:1,14). 

4. You answer us in righteousness (verse 5) God judges in uprightness (Genesis 18:25; 
Psalm 19:19; Revelation 19:2). 

5. You who are the trust of all the ends of the earth (verse 6) Jew and Gentile can trust 
can have confidence for they understand that God establishes the mountains by His 
strength… (verses 6-13) i.e., they see His creative powers.  

 
Like David, we too have many reasons to praise God, and we too ought to make a list, 
reflecting on our lives what He has done generally such as creation and is doing in nature, 
and what God has done specifically for us, you and me: hearing our prayers, having 
fellowship with us, and He is forgiving us our sins. Even a quick reflection should cause us to 
praise the Lord and appreciate what He has done for us. 

Conclusion 
Just as the land rejoiced in God’s provision of the streams and showers, so too we the 
redeemed when we come before Him in silent contemplation, with spoken prayer or in 
worship. Remember that He is listening, He continues to forgive, and He has judged in 
righteousness and He now calls us to fellowship with Him. This should cause the upright to 
stand in awe at God’s powers and sing for joy; for praise is due to God in Zion. 
Selah. 
 
I hope this illuminates our understanding of this Psalm a little. 
Blessings in Messiah Yeshua 
Paul & Sue  
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