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The Pondering studies were published in the Brit Chadashah Newsletter. Brit Chadashah 
(New Covenant) is a Messianic Fellowship in Sydney. Led by Paul Cohen a Jewish believer 
in Messiah Yeshua (Jesus). We meet together fortnightly for Bible studies from a Messianic 
Jewish Perspective. We are a unique fellowship made up of Jewish and Gentile people who 
are believers in Yeshua as the promised Messiah of Israel. 
 
If you don’t know Yeshua as your Messiah, we encourage you to search out the Scriptures for 
yourself. God promised in the book of Jeremiah, “You will seek Me and find Me when you 
search for Me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13). And we hope you will make contact 
with us so that we can share more about the Messiah, His life and ministry. 
 
Brit Chadashah is part of Celebrate Messiah (Australia). Celebrate Messiah’s  desire is to 
bring the Good News message of Messiah to the Original Messengers and to see God’s 
Chosen People fully restored through faith in Yeshua the Messiah. Celebrate Messiah was 
founded in 1995 by Lawrence and Louise Hirsch. Lawrence is a Jewish believer in Yeshua. 
http://www.CelebrateMessiah.com.au. 
 
Brit Chadashah is committed to building the Messianic Community of Jews and Gentiles who 
are a living testimony for Yeshua the Messiah. By donating to Brit Chadashah, you are 
partnering with us to do the work of “Reaching the Original Messengers”. The funds will be 
used in outreach to Jewish people as well as in educating Christians in effective ways to reach 
out. 
 
To Support the Ministry of Brit Chadashah or Paul please go to 
https://www.celebratemessiah.com.au/donate/  
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Pondering Psalm 66, Even when He tries 
us, we will Praise the Lord. 
Psalm 66  

For the choir director. A Song. A Psalm.  
1 Shout joyfully to God, all the earth; 2 Sing the glory of His Name; Make His praise 
glorious. 3 Say to God, “How awesome are Your works! Because of the greatness of 
Your power Your enemies will give feigned obedience to You. 4 “All the earth will 
worship You, And will sing praises to You; They will sing praises to Your Name.”  
Selah.  
 
5 Come and see the works of God, Who is awesome in His deeds toward the sons of 
men. 6 He turned the sea into dry land; They passed through the river on foot; There 
let us rejoice in Him! 7 He rules by His might forever; His eyes keep watch on the 
nations; Let not the rebellious exalt themselves.  
Selah.  
 

8 Bless our God, O peoples, And sound His praise abroad, 9 Who keeps us in life And 
does not allow our feet to slip. 10 For You have tried us, O God; You have refined us 
as silver is refined. 11 You brought us into the net; You laid an oppressive burden 
upon our loins. 12 You made men ride over our heads; We went through fire and 
through water, Yet You brought us out into a place of abundance. 13 I shall come into 
Your house with burnt offerings; I shall pay You my vows, 14 Which my lips uttered 
And my mouth spoke when I was in distress. 15 I shall offer to You burnt offerings of 
fat beasts, With the smoke of rams; I shall make an offering of bulls with male goats.  
Selah.  
 

16 Come and hear, all who fear God, And I will tell of what He has done for my soul. 
17 I cried to Him with my mouth, And He was extolled with my tongue. 18 If I regard 
wickedness in my heart, The Lord will not hear; 19 But certainly God has heard; He 
has given heed to the voice of my prayer. 20 Blessed be God, Who has not turned 
away my prayer Nor His lovingkindness from me.  

 

Introduction 
This anonymous Psalm is a psalm of thanksgiving, and like Psalm 65 it is a shir (song) and a 
mizmor (Psalm), meaning a song accompanied by music. The psalmist tells us what God has 
done and that all people (Jew and Gentile) should come, observe what He has done and bring 
their praise to Him. 

Outline 
Three times we have selah, which makes a fourfold division: 

• Verses 1-4 A call to all people of the earth to praise the Lord. 
• Verses 5-7 Come and see the works of God. 
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• Verses 8-15 Even when He tries us, we will Praise the Lord. 
• Verses 16-20 Come and hear (follow my example). 

 

A little side note on the Name  הׁשם 
In verses 2 and 4 we have a reference to  
 which literally means ‘the name.’ This is used in scripture and in the Rabbinic (HaShem) הׁשם
writings as a substitute for יהוה Yahweh or Jehovah, the LORD (Genesis 4:26; 12:8; Leviticus 
24:11; 2 Samuel 6:2; 1 Chronicles 13:6; Joel 2:32; Acts 5:41; Romans 10:13; 3 John 1:7). To 
call upon His Name is to acknowledge Yahweh as the only Lord. Jewish tradition dictates 
that we do not pronounce Yahweh out of reverence and fear of misuse (Exodus 20:7; 
Deuteronomy 5:11), although pronouncing the name Yahweh was common in the Biblical 
period, for example read the greetings between Boaz and the workers in Ruth 2:4. This was 
true even after the destruction of the Second Temple, the New Testament period, as the 
Mishnah attests “The Sages also instituted that one should greet another in the name of God, 
i.e., one should mention God’s name in his greeting” (Mishnah Berachot 9.5).1 However after 
that time various rabbinic authorities gave prohibitions against generally pronouncing the 
name Yahweh (cf. Pesachim 50a).2 Since then, when the Jewish community see the name 
Yahweh they substitute Yahweh with either Adonai, which is a Biblical word meaning my 
Lord or my master, or HaShem, The Name. 
This raises the question of whether or not we should pronounce God’s name Yahweh? There 
is an error being brought in by a new movement (the Sacred Name movement) that states that 
we MUST use Yahweh and we MUST use Yeshua3 in order to be saved, but friends this is 
legalism. Nobody in the mainstream Messianic Jewish movement declares this to be true. 
God is not just for Jews or those who can speak Hebrew (Romans 3:29). While we should 
never use God’s name in vain or blaspheme, we are free to call Him Yahweh, LORD, Adonai, 
or HaShem; however, at Brit Chadashah we generally don’t pronounce Yahweh, in order not 
to give offence to the Jewish community (1 Corinthians 10:32). 
 

Verses 1-4 A call to all people of the earth praise the Lord. 
The Psalmist gives an imperative call to all people on the earth (Psalm 98:4; 100:1). This 
command is not just for Israel to shout aloud and bring glory to His Name (Psalm 79:9; Isaiah 
42:8) but for all nations. The Gentiles are also asked to consider the work of His hands and 
observe that He is awesome. The command is issued: shout, sing, say and so the loud 

 
1 https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Berakhot.9.5?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en 
2 See David Stern, Jewish New Testament Commentary (comments on Matthew 1:20) “Adonai, literally, “my 
lords”; but grammarians consider it the “plural of majesty”; so a slightly less literal translation would be “my 
Lord.” ….. “Adonai” had, out of respect, been substituted in speaking and in reading aloud for God’s personal 
name, the four Hebrew letters yud-heh-vav-heh, variously written in English as “YHVH,” “Yahweh” and 
“Jehovah.” The Talmud (Pesachim 50a) made it a requirement not to pronounce the Tetragrammaton (the word 
means the “four-letter name” of God), and this remains the rule in most modern Jewish settings.” 
3 Messianic author and Hebrew scholar Michael Brown states that this group often say Yahshua but this 
pronunciation is linguistically wrong, and not attested in the Hebrew Bible, nor in the Dead Sea scrolls, nor in 
rabbinical writings. See https://askdrbrown.org/library/what-original-hebrew-name-jesus-and-it-true-name-
jesus-really  

about:blank
about:blank
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extrovert can shout and the introvert can say it softly, but all are commanded to declare His 
praise and to worship Him. 
In verse 3, due to the brevity of the Hebrew, we note widely different translations. The 
enemies “will give feigned obedience” (NASB), “dwindle away” (JPS), “submit themselves” 
(ASV, KJV) and “quail” (Robert Alter4). There is a time coming when even those who 
oppose God will have to acknowledge that the LORD is God, then they will dwindle away 
and will be forced to submit themselves and quake at the presence of the LORD. We also see 
this in the Brit Chadashah (New Covenant) where allegiance will be given to God the Father 
and Yeshua the Lord (Philippians 2:10). In verse 3 the nations who refuse to obey will quake 
and submit, as they realise God’s awesomeness and His power to bring all nations into line 
when all will acknowledge that the Father and Yeshua (Revelation 6:6) deserve the glory 
(Revelation 7:9; Revelation 19:11-16). 
Selah.  

Verses 5-7 Come and see the works of God. 
There is a general invitation to Come and See what God has done, and the author reflects on 
Israel’s exodus from Egypt (Exodus 14-15) and their crossing into the promised land (Joshua 
3-4). This call to Come and See what God has done is both true here in the Psalm and it is 
also something we need to do from time to time, as we reflect on our own lives and 
remember what God has done for us. Past events need to be remembered and His 
deliverances need to be celebrated for He rules as King over all the earth and he observes 
what nations do and what we as individuals do.  
Verse 7 God keeps an eye on the nations for His eyes are in every place (Proverbs 15:3). He 
observes both those that rebel against Him and those who serve Him. He inserts the warning 
for the rebellious not to exalt themselves, but to observe how His powers are displayed. 
Selah, pause and ponder. We see this in the next strophe where Israel received discipline as 
they were rebellious against the Lord. 

Verses 8-15 Even when He tries us, we will Praise the Lord. 
Verses 8-12 encourage all peoples to bless the Lord. In verses 1-4 the psalmist reflected upon 
the Exodus period, now it seems he is talking about his own time. As we do not know the 
author and have no specific reference to an event, we do not know what period this is. When 
we read Israel’s history, we see that at various times God brought in enemies to discipline 
them. There were several different nations at the time of the Judges (Judges 2:14; 3:8; 4:2; 
10:7), there was pressure from Assyria (2 Kings 13-15:31) and later there was pressure from 
Babylon (2 Kings 24:10-25:30). All these were riding over our heads which indicates a time 
when a foreign power was over Israel. But no matter who was oppressing them, God 
remained in control. “You have…” the psalmist recognised that God allowed this to purify the 
nation, and afterwards they were brought into abundance, which is most likely a reference to 
the promised land. 
In reflection, we see that the psalmist acknowledges that God tested Israel in the wilderness 
and He was testing Israel again to refine them. Just as God tested them, He will also try us, 
because the testing of our faith produces perseverance (James 1:2-4; 1 Peter 1:6-7). The 
purpose is the same, so that the believer may be refined as silver (Isaiah 48:10).  

 
4 Robert Alter; Book of Psalms: a translation and commentary, (W.W. Norton; New York, 2007) page 
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In verses 13-15 the psalmist becomes personal with his promise of offerings and the 
fulfillment of his vows to God. The burnt offering was part of the peace or fellowship 
offering (Leviticus 7:11-21), and now that they had returned, he would fulfill his vow. Note 
the quality and quantity of sacrifices that he is offering. The psalmist must have been very 
well-off and this may well point to the author being David when he was king. Vows are 
frequently mentioned in the Psalms (13:6; 22:25; 27:6; 35:18; 50:14; 54:6; 56:12-13; 61:5, 8; 
65:1; 66:13; 69:30-31; 76:11; 116:1-4; 132:2), and it was common to make a promise with a 
vow of one or perhaps two animals, but multiples of fattened animals, of rams, bulls and 
young he-goats, indicate great wealth.  
Selah.  

Verses 16-20 Come and hear (follow my example). 
The phrase come and see is now transformed into Come and Hear. Biblical Hebrew has no 
word for “obey”, it is simply the word listen or hear ׁשמע (shema), meaning listen and obey. 
The psalmist calls the faithful remnant of the nation to come and listen as he shares his 
testimony. Note the sequence, first he relates what the Lord had done in his life, which he 
expounds in verse 16. He prayed, God answered, but God could not have answered or heard 
his request, if he had regarded (cherished) wickedness (iniquity). Although not explicitly 
mentioned, we see the pattern of repentance, then prayer, then praise, and then an 
acknowledgment that it was by God’s grace.  

Conclusion 
The call to the remnant is to come and see and hear of the awesome deeds of the LORD. Both 
in the past and the present, and we might add in the future, we can trust and rely on this same 
God. Like the psalmist we should be repentant over the wickedness in our hearts. Come 
before the Lord in prayer, rejoice and give praise, and acknowledge it is by God’s grace that 
He even hears us.  
 
 
I hope this illuminates our understanding of this Psalm a little. 
Blessings in Messiah Yeshua 
Paul & Sue  
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