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The Pondering studies were published in the Brit Chadashah Newsletter. Brit Chadashah 
(New Covenant) is a Messianic Fellowship in Sydney. Led by Paul Cohen a Jewish believer 
in Messiah Yeshua (Jesus). We meet together fortnightly for Bible studies from a Messianic 
Jewish Perspective. We are a unique fellowship made up of Jewish and Gentile people who 
are believers in Yeshua as the promised Messiah of Israel. 
 
If you don’t know Yeshua as your Messiah, we encourage you to search out the Scriptures for 
yourself. God promised in the book of Jeremiah, “You will seek Me and find Me when you 
search for Me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13). And we hope you will make contact 
with us so that we can share more about the Messiah, His life and ministry. 
 
Brit Chadashah is part of Celebrate Messiah (Australia). Celebrate Messiah’s  desire is to 
bring the Good News message of Messiah to the Original Messengers and to see God’s 
Chosen People fully restored through faith in Yeshua the Messiah. Celebrate Messiah was 
founded in 1995 by Lawrence and Louise Hirsch. Lawrence is a Jewish believer in Yeshua. 
http://www.CelebrateMessiah.com.au. 
 
Brit Chadashah is committed to building the Messianic Community of Jews and Gentiles who 
are a living testimony for Yeshua the Messiah. By donating to Brit Chadashah, you are 
partnering with us to do the work of “Reaching the Original Messengers”. The funds will be 
used in outreach to Jewish people as well as in educating Christians in effective ways to reach 
out. 
 
To Support the Ministry of Brit Chadashah or Paul please go to 
https://www.celebratemessiah.com.au/donate/  
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Pondering Psalm 67: Israel’s Mission 
For the choir director; with stringed instruments. A Psalm. A Song.  
1 God be gracious to us and bless us, And cause His face to shine upon us –  
Selah.  
 
2 That Your way may be known on the earth, Your salvation among all nations. 3 Let 
the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You. 4 Let the nations be 
glad and sing for joy; For You will judge the peoples with uprightness And guide the 
nations on the earth.  
Selah.  
 
5 Let the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You. 6 The earth has 
yielded its produce; God, our God, blesses us. 7 God blesses us, That all the ends of 
the earth may fear Him.  

Introduction 
In the superscript (verse 1 in Hebrew Bibles) we note that it is a song of praise, but as we 
read through this song, we see that it is a prayer requesting God to bless all those who fear 
Him, Jew and Gentile alike. When God blesses all the peoples of earth, His ways will be 
known by His saving power. 
 
Like Psalm 65 and 66 this psalm is also both a Psalm and a Song, that is, words set to music. 
This psalm is specifically for the stringed instrument; in the KJV Bibles this remained 
untranslated as Neginoth (Psalms 4:1; 6:1; 54:1; 55:1; 67:1; 76:1), although the same word is 
translated as stringed instruments in Isaiah 38:20 and Habakkuk 3:19. 
 

Author 
In the Greek translation that existed at the time of Yeshua, we see David as the author, 
however the authoritative Hebrew text, the Aramaic translation (the Targum), and the great 
Psalm scroll (4Q83) do not tell us who the author was, as such it is best to see this as an 
anonymous psalm. 

Setting: A Mission Psalm 
Perhaps more importantly we see that this psalm addresses two groups, the “us” referring to 
the Jewish people and their calling. They are called to spread the “way” or knowledge of God 
on the earth, so that the second group, the “all nations”, will also receive salvation, so that all 
Jews and Gentiles will fear and praise God.  
 
In the Torah there are two outstanding mission texts. Genesis 12:3 and Exodus 19:6 both 
revolve around the plan of God to provide a blessing for all peoples through the Jewish 
people. The apostle Paul in Galatians 3:8 highlights this by citing Genesis 12:3: “The 
Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel 
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beforehand to Abraham, saying, ‘All the nations will be blessed in you.’” Abraham knew the 
good news of being justified by faith, and that this was a message for the world. But who 
could share this message? In Exodus 19:6 we see it was Israel’s calling to be a Priestly 
nation, that is they would share the Good News to all peoples. Exodus 19:6a “and you shall 
be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” Just as an individual priest ministers to 
someone, so too the priestly nation was and is to minister to other nations. The apostle Peter 
understands this when he preaches to the Gentiles “And he said to them, “You yourselves 
know how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate with a foreigner or to visit him; 
and yet God has shown me that I should not call any man unholy or unclean. “That is why I 
came without even raising any objection when I was sent for” (Acts 10:28-9). God’s mission 
was, and still is, not only for Israel, but that they may be a blessing to all peoples. As He said 
“For all the earth is mine!” (Exodus 19:5b). 
 
Ultimately this will find its fulfillment in the Messianic (Millennial) kingdom, as the prophet 
Micah 4:1-3 declares, it is then that God’s face is upon Israel, and His way is known in all the 
earth. 

Keyword: bless �ָּבַר (barach) 
Bless us is repeated three times as a reminder of the Aaronic benediction (Numbers 6:24-27), 
which also contains a threefold blessing. However, there are two significant differences. 
Firstly, in this Psalm the word bless is in the plural form bless us, while in Numbers it is in 
the singular bless you. Secondly, we see this expansion reflected in the purpose; while in the 
Numbers verse the blessing was given so that God’s Name would be invoked upon Israel 
(Numbers 6:27), in this Psalm there is an international character. 
 

Exhortation 
Due to the familiarity of the Aaronic benediction and the brevity of this short psalm, in my 
sanctified imagination, I can see the choirs using this song as a chorus between some of the 
complex songs and psalms that were sung; and due to that familiarity, all the worshippers 
could have joined in and sung this song. 

Verses 1-4 
1 God be gracious to us and bless us, And cause His face to shine upon us - Selah. 2 
That Your way may be known on the earth, Your salvation among all nations. 3 Let 
the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You. 4 Let the nations be 
glad and sing for joy; For You will judge the peoples with uprightness And guide the 
nations on the earth.  
Selah.  

In some translations we note that is starts with “May God….1” As a prayer, it seems 
appropriate to request, to ask, rather than to demand from God; after all we are His creation. 
The request is that of the priestly blessing, that the Aaronic Benediction (Numbers 6:24-27) 
may also come upon the Gentiles.  

 
1 Robert Alter; Book of Psalms: a translation and commentary, (W.W. Norton; New York, 2007) page 227, cf. 
ESV, ISV 
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The request is in line with the calling of Israel, and at the same time it is an extension of the 
Aaronic benediction: 1) be gracious and 2) bless us, that is towards Israel. The phrase “May 
His face shine upon us”, is a Hebrew way of saying may His presence, His blessing be with 
us (Numbers 6:25; Psalms 31:16; 67:1; 80:3,7,19; 104:15; 119:135; Daniel 9:17). When He 
hides His face, it is seen as God withdrawing His presence, and means nothing but heartache 
(Job 13:20, 24; Deuteronomy 31:17-18; Psalms 13:1; 27:9; 44:24; 51:9; 69:16-17; 88:14; 
102:2; 104:29; 143:7). 
 
The purpose of blessing Israel was that they may fulfil their priestly calling, that is 1) to tell 
the world Your way, so that 2) they may know Your salvation.  
 
The multiple requests are not so that Israel can receive the blessing only for themselves, but 
that they could act as a conduit, on behalf of the nations, which is in line with Israel’s calling 
to be a kingdom of priests (Exodus 19:5-6). The priestly blessing was bestowed upon Israel 
by the Levites, who were to minister to the nation. Now Israel in turn was to transmit the 
blessing to the nations, the peoples of the earth. The mission of being a blessing to the nations 
goes back to the Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1-3), for through Abraham and his 
descendants “all the families of the earth will be blessed.” Israel’s calling included a mission 
to the Gentiles, to sing to them and declare what God has done (Psalm 96:1-3). Israel’s gifts 
and the calling of God are irrevocable (Romans 11:29), and so one day they will become that 
priestly nation and tell the world of God’s way, instructing them in the ways of the LORD. 
 
We then see the collective response of a repeated refrain 1) “the peoples praise You” (Jew 
and Gentile together); and 2) the nations will be glad and sing for joy. There will no longer be 
a division between Jews and Gentiles, for together we will sing His praises (1 Chronicles 
16:22-23; Jeremiah 31:7). 
 
One of the reasons we rejoice is because the LORD will judge with uprightness. There will 
no longer be a fear of corrupt rulers and injustice, not only in and for Israel, but we will see 
the LORD will guide all the nations. Therefore, we can see this psalm as a prayer for the age 
to come, when the Lord will establish His kingdom and will rule with a rod of iron (Psalm 2). 
The Law shall go forth from Zion (Isaiah 2:2-3; Micah 4:1-3) and Messiah shall shepherd the 
peoples (Micah 5:2-4). 
 
At the end of verse 1 and verse 4 we have a Selah. In verse 1 it is most likely a musical 
notation, meaning to slow down or a crescendo, while at the end of the paragraph (verse 4) it 
is more likely a musical pause, allowing us to reflect for a moment. 

Verses 5-7 
5 Let the peoples praise You, O God; Let all the peoples praise You. 6 The earth has 
yielded its produce; God, our God, blesses us. 7 God blesses us, That all the ends of 
the earth may fear Him.  

One day Jew and Gentile, that is, all the people of the earth will rejoice and praise Him. The 
quotation in verse 6 “The earth (land) has yielded its produce” comes from Leviticus 26:4 
where it is an agricultural reference. There is nothing in this psalm that connects it to a 
physical harvest or harvest festival, so at best we might see a harvest of people. The psalmist 
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has talked about Jews and Gentiles, and like Messiah, the psalmist possibly sees the peoples 
of the earth as the harvest (John 4:35-38). But it may also be a reference to the productivity of 
the earth which shall yield amazing produce during the Messianic kingdom (Amos 9:13). The 
psalm closes with God blesses us, That all the ends of the earth may fear Him, because the 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 1:7). 

Conclusion 
During the days of the psalmist, few Gentiles joined Israel. My Gentile friends always remind 
me that there was Tamar and Rahab, who were Canaanite; Ruth, the Moabite and Uriah, the 
Hittite; but they were the exception to the rule. The psalmist sings and prays for the day when 
Israel and the nations will both receive the blessing of the Lord, when all will fear Him and 
stand together in the hope of Israel, the Messiah Yeshua. 
 
I hope this illuminates our understanding of this Psalm a little. 
Blessings in Messiah Yeshua 
Paul & Sue  
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