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Pondering Psalm 72 A Messianic surprise  
A Psalm of Solomon. 
1 Give the king Your judgments, O God, And Your righteousness to the king’s son. 2 
May he judge Your people with righteousness And Your afflicted with justice.  
3 Let the mountains bring peace to the people, And the hills, in righteousness. 4 May 
he vindicate the afflicted of the people, Save the children of the needy And crush the 
oppressor. 5 Let them fear You while the sun endures, And as long as the moon, 
throughout all generations. 6 May he come down like rain upon the mown grass, Like 
showers that water the earth. 7 In his days may the righteous flourish, And abundance 
of peace till the moon is no more.  
8 May he also rule from sea to sea And from the River to the ends of the earth. 9 Let 
the nomads of the desert bow before him, And his enemies lick the dust. 10 Let the 
kings of Tarshish and of the islands bring presents; The kings of Sheba and Seba offer 
gifts. 11 And let all kings bow down before him, All nations serve him.  
12 For he will deliver the needy when he cries for help, The afflicted also, and him 
who has no helper. 13 He will have compassion on the poor and needy, And the lives 
of the needy he will save. 14 He will rescue their life from oppression and violence, 
And their blood will be precious in his sight;  
15 So may he live, and may the gold of Sheba be given to him; And let them pray for 
him continually; Let them bless him all day long. 16 May there be abundance of grain 
in the earth on top of the mountains; Its fruit will wave like the cedars of Lebanon; 
And may those from the city flourish like vegetation of the earth. 17 May his name 
endure forever; May his name increase as long as the sun shines; And let men bless 
themselves by him; Let all nations call him blessed.  
18 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, Who alone works wonders. 19 And 
blessed be His glorious name forever; And may the whole earth be filled with His 
glory. Amen, and Amen.  
 
20 The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended.  

Introduction 
This is the closing psalm of Book 2 (Psalms 42-72).1 It is called a royal psalm as it focuses on 
the kingship; and it is a prayer for the new anointed king of Israel. It speaks about how this 
king would reign over the nations, how the Gentiles would bless themselves through him and 
how all nations would bless him. 
 

Author 
In the opening and closing verse there seems to be a contradiction about the author. In most 
translations verse 1 or the superscript reads “Of Solomon” (JPS, ASV, ESV, etc). In contrast 
others (NASB, KJV, Robert Alter, etc) have chosen “For Solomon,” while the final verse is 
“The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended.”  

 
1 The five books of Psalms are 1-41, 42-72, 73-89, 90-106 and 107-150. The first four closing psalms 
are marked off by concluding doxologies and Psalm 150 is considered a doxology for the five books 
of Psalms. 
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The Hebrew “of” or “for” is the one-letter word ל־ (l’), a Hebrew preposition that can mean 
of, to or for. From the context I believe it is best to take it as a prayer For Solomon from 
David. In the same sentence we see �ֶל  meaning to the king. So, this is a prayer (l’melech) ְלֶמ֣
for Solomon as he starts his reign, by his father, the aged king David. David prays for his son 
and alludes to the promises that were made by Nathan the prophet (2 Samuel 7:12-17; 1 
Chronicles 17:11-15). 
 

Content 
The concluding verse tells us that it is prayer, a request to aid the new king. From a casual 
reading of scripture, it would seem to be a prayer for the young Solomon. However, the 
prophetic picture goes well beyond this meaning. Both Psalm 2 and 72 are Messianic psalms, 
with a strong prophetic statement. The kingdom promised here goes well beyond Solomon’s 
reign, as all kings did not bow down to him nor did all nations serve Solomon. Some did 
come and listen to his wisdom and they brought gifts (1Kings 10); and while he was wise, he 
did not seem to look after the poor, but he laid burdens upon his people (1 Kings 12:4). 
As such it is not strange to see a persistent understanding in the Rabbinical writings that this 
psalm is about Messiah. There are many clear references in the Targum (the Aramaic 
translation of the Older Testament), Midrash (rabbinical commentaries and homilies), and  
the Talmud (an extensive body of rabbinical writings that cover Jewish law and tradition, 
with comments and notes on the bible and whole lot more). As well as Rashi (the French 
medieval Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhaki, the author of comprehensive commentaries on the Bible 
and the Talmud). It goes beyond me to comment on each one, but I will include them next 
week.  
 
One reason they see it as Messianic is the promises made to the Messiah that “All nations 
serve him” and “Let all nations call him blessed.” This language connects it back to the 
Abrahamic covenant (Genesis 12:1-3). The influence of this king, this son of David, will be 
larger than any other, so it is almost strange that the Brit Chadashah (New Covenant) does 
not quote this psalm as prophetic about the Messiah. Next week there will be a segment on 
Messianic connections, where I will show some of the connections to Messiah the King, for 
like the rabbis many believers in Yeshua also see these connections. 
 

Summary 
Because of the prophetic nature of this psalm, we see it deals with the reign of Messiah, the 
righteous King, who will reign in justice, holiness and peace. As the judge, the king will 
ensure justice for the poor (verses 1-7). The reign is specific as it describes the boundaries of 
the promised land and yet it goes well beyond this, indicating Messiah’s reign is to the ends 
of the earth (verses 8-11). All people, high and low, will serve Messiah the King (verses 9-
11). In verses 1-7 we see Him judging individuals, as the righteous King who will provide 
justice to the nations as He reigns in righteousness (verses 12-15), and the resulting peace 
will cause prosperity in the kingdom (verses 16).  May the Name of the King not vanish, but 
be established forever, for in Him all the families of the earth shall be blessed (verses 17-19). 
 

Verses 1-2 May the king judge with righteousness 
David asked for the Lord to lead him in just and righteous judgments. In the Biblical period 
kings were the final authority that one could appeal to in court; as such an appeal for the son, 
the new king, to protect “Your people” and the “afflicted ones” or the poor, is consistent with 
the Torah. God enshrined the protection of the poor, the orphan and the widows in His Law, 



 
 
 

4 | P a g e  
 
 
 

and even the king was not above the law (Deuteronomy 17:14-20). These verses are a prayer 
that the king would be honest and follow God. 
 

Verses 3-7 May the king reign in peace and righteousness 
When used symbolically mountains indicate kingdoms. During the reign of Messiah, there 
will be peace (the ESV translates the word ׁשלום shalom as prosperity, which is a by-product 
of peace). The hills are also symbolic, and since mountains are kingdoms, it is logical the 
hills are local governments, or possibly the courts administering righteousness. David prays 
this at the start of Solomon’s reign and in Proverbs Solomon teaches about not showing 
favour (1 Kings 3:16-28; Proverbs 29:14). In Solomon’s prayer in 1 Kings 3:9, he also prays 
for wisdom, and an understanding heart to judge between right and wrong. Sadly, it would 
seem that at the end of Solomons reign (1 Kings 12:1-15; 2 Chronicles 10:1-15), when his 
heart was led astray (1 Kings 11:3-4), that he no longer followed his own council. 
 
In his prayer David continues with let them, the nations, fear (worship) the Lord, during the 
day and during the night, until the moon is no more. This is akin to saying may the king live 
forever. Without the sun, the moon and the rain upon the land, the earth would be lifeless as it 
could not sustain life. In the same way, David asks for God to come down, essentially asking 
for God’s presence to be with His people, just as He was during the Exodus, for then God’s 
physical presence with us will be like showers that water the earth. 
 

Verses 8-11 May kings and nations serve the king 
Solomon’s kingdom reign was from the Dead Sea to the Mediterranean Sea. While the 
influence of Solomon was huge, his reign never reached from the Euphrates River to the ends 
of the earth. 
 
A few places and peoples are mentioned, such as the nomads of the Desert, a general 
description of the Arabia peninsula, Tarshish and off the islands (southern Spain and the 
shores beyond that), Sheba (modern Yemen), and Seba (modern Eritrea, Somalia and 
Ethiopia). The prayer is that these nations would bring gifts during the reign of Solomon. 
 

Verses 12-14 He will deliver the vulnerable 
This section reads as a prayer of David which could have applied to Solomon. Once again, 
the poor, the orphan and the widows who need protection can appeal to the king as the final 
authority in the land. The king is the one who needs to hear their cry for compassion and save 
them, because to a righteous king their blood (life) is precious. 
 

Verses 15-17 May his name endure forever. 
David prays that the king would have long life and he asks his people to join him in this 
prayer. He also asks the Gentiles to honour him with gold from Sheba (the finest gold), and 
with an abundance of crops. We would say that blessing Solomon in this way is hyperbole or 
an exaggeration. Let men bless themselves by him … but again is clearly Messianic. The 
Anointed of the Lord was appointed by God (Psalm 2) and through Him all nations will 
receive blessing. 
 

Verses 18-19 Closing b’rachah 
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18 Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, Who alone works wonders. 19 And 
blessed be His glorious Name forever; And may the whole earth be filled with His 
glory.  
Amen, and Amen.  
 

These verses function as a doxology, a closing blessing ְּבָרָכה (b’rachah) to the second book of 
Psalms. Just like David we should not just pray for help, but finish our prayers with a 
blessing for the God of Israel, He does works wonders. 

Closing verse 
20 The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended.  

There are at least 18 more psalms, or possibly even 21 psalms,2 which identify David as the 
author in Books 3-5 of the Psalms. This might indicate that Books 1 and 2 were compiled 
during David’s lifetime, while the others were compiled after his death.  As we read ahead, 
we see that the next 11 psalms are by Asaph. 
 

Conclusion 
As pointed out this is David’s prayer for his son Solomon, most likely when he ascended to 
the throne. David prays that God will guide Solomon so that justice and righteousness will be 
amongst God’s people. David also makes a request that other nations will come to recognise 
king Solomon, so that there will be peace and that they will experience the blessing of the 
God of Israel. 
 
 

Psalm 72 A Messianic surprise 

Messianic 
While the Brit Chadashah (the New Covenant) does not quote this psalm, many see 
connections to the Messiah, so here is my take on the Messianic Psalm. 
 

Verses 1-2 May the king judge with righteousness 
1 Give the king Your judgments, O God, And Your righteousness to the king’s son. 2 May he 
judge Your people with righteousness And Your afflicted with justice. 
These are all descriptions of a messianic reign and bring to mind the depiction of the King in 
Isaiah 11:1-16. 
 
The reign of a king in Israel (Northern Kingdom) started with judgment of the previous royal 
house, so too Messiah’s reign will start with judgement upon the armies that have come up 
against Jerusalem. Although we call it the battle of Armageddon, Messiah will judge them in 
the valley of Jehoshaphat, which means the LORD judges (Joel 3). These are the survivors of 
the great tribulation (Matthew 25:31-46) who have shown their lack of faith through their 
antisemitism. 

 
2 Masoretic Hebrew text has 18 more psalm by David, while the Septuagint has 21 more psalms by 
David in Books 3-5. 
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Verses 3-7 May the king reign in peace and righteousness 
3 Let the mountains bring peace to the people, And the hills, in righteousness. 4 May 
he vindicate the afflicted of the people, Save the children of the needy And crush the 
oppressor. 5 Let them fear You while the sun endures, And as long as the moon, 
throughout all generations. 6 May he come down like rain upon the mown grass, Like 
showers that water the earth. 7 In his days may the righteous flourish, And abundance 
of peace till the moon is no more.  
 

These verses describe the Messianic Kingdom. When mountains are used symbolically in 
Scripture, we see that it represents a king or a kingdom,3 so the mountains or kings are to 
bring or ensure peace for all peoples. Hills are not clearly defined biblical, but from the 
context here and in Isaiah 2:2-3, it would imply smaller kingdoms or governmental areas or 
possibly judicial courts. 
 
Michael Wechsler in his commentary on the Psalms wrote: “The prayer for the messianic 
King continues, but the NASB reading of v. 5 based on the Masoretic Hebrew Text (MT) 
(Let them fear You while the sun endures) is likely incorrect. It is preferred to follow the 
Greek translation (LXX), as does the HCSB: “May he continue while the sun endures and as 
long as the moon throughout all generations.”4 
 

Verses 8-11 May kings and nations serve the king 
8 May he also rule from sea to sea And from the River to the ends of the earth. 9 Let 
the nomads of the desert bow before him, And his enemies lick the dust. 10 Let the 
kings of Tarshish and of the islands bring presents; The kings of Sheba and Seba offer 
gifts. 11 And let all kings bow down before him, All nations serve him.  

 
In these verses we see the reign of Messiah, which was taken from the promise of Abraham 
and the Land Covenant (Deuteronomy 3-3). It extends from the Dead Sea to the 
Mediterranean Sea, and from the Euphrates River to the ends of the earth. Here again it is 
clearly a Messianic prophecy, indicating that ultimately all kings and all nations will serve 
Him. 
 
In Psalm 2 we noted that there will be kings plotting against the LORD and His Anointed. 
The kings described here will lick the dust (Psalms 72:9; Isaiah 49:23; Micah 7:17). This is a 
curse pronounced on them and it links back to the curse upon the serpent (Genesis 3:4). 
All kings will bring gifts and all kings will bow down before the King of kings, and all 
nations will serve God’s appointed King. 
 
During the Messianic Kingdom (Millennium Kingdom), Jerusalem will be the capital of the 
world, the political centre, the city of God, the city of the great King (Psalm 48) and the 
religious centre (Ezekiel 40-48). The land promised to Abraham in Genesis 15:18 was “from 
the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates.” This describes the Levant area 
(Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and the southern parts of Turkey). The borders of Israel 

 
3 Some of the symbolic references where mountains are seen as kings or kingdoms are: Isaiah 2:2-3; 55:12; 
Daniel 2:34-35, 44-45; Revelation 17:7-14. 
4 Michael Wechsler “Psalms” in Moody Bible Commentary, General Editors: Michael Rydelnick and Michael 
Vanlaningham (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2014), p 819. 
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during the Messianic Kingdom are outlined in Ezekiel 47:13-23, and again we note the same 
area. While the Kingdom of Israel is just one kingdom in the future, Messiah’s dominion will 
take in the whole world, for He will be King of kings and Lord of lords. All nations will 
come under His righteous rule. 
 

Verses 12-14 He will deliver the vulnerable 
12 For he will deliver the needy when he cries for help, The afflicted also, and him 
who has no helper. 13 He will have compassion on the poor and needy, And the lives 
of the needy he will save. 14 He will rescue their life from oppression and violence, 
And their blood will be precious in his sight;  
 

Compare this to the four Gentile empires described in Daniel, or even the world powers 
today, all of which have been established by oppression and violence. In contrast, the rule of 
King Messiah will be characterised by the lack of bribery and corruption, and there will be no 
miscarriages of justice. King Yeshua will rescue גאל, (g’al), a related term is Goel, which 
means redeemer, so the Messiah is the one who redeemed us.  
 

Verses 15-17 May his name endure forever. 
15 So may he live, and may the gold of Sheba be given to him; And let them pray for 
him continually; Let them bless him all day long. 16 May there be abundance of grain 
in the earth on top of the mountains; Its fruit will wave like the cedars of Lebanon; 
And may those from the city flourish like vegetation of the earth. 17 May his name 
endure forever; May his name increase as long as the sun shines; And let men bless 
themselves by him; Let all nations call him blessed.  
 
18 Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, Who alone works wonders. 19 And 
blessed be His glorious name forever; And may the whole earth be filled with His 
glory. Amen, and Amen.  
 

David prays for long life and he asks his people to pray for him. He also asks the Gentiles to 
honour him with gold from Sheba (the finest gold), and with the abundance of crops. We 
would say that such a blessing for Solomon is hyperbole or an exaggeration. Let men bless 
themselves by him … but again it is clearly Messianic. The Anointed of the Lord was 
appointed by God (Psalm 2), and through Him all nations will receive blessing. 
 
Another way to translate verse 15 is ‘prayer shall be made ever unto him.’ This reveals that 
David saw Messiah not just as a son of David but as the Son of God, the Divine Messiah. And 
indeed, Messiah is the Mediator between the Holy God and sinful man. This is also reflected 
in the second clause of this verse, which could be translated as ‘every day he shall be 
blessed.’ As the Divine Messiah, He is to be blessed and praised all day and every day. 
There is a reversal of the Curse that is upon us (Genesis 3), and it affects not just mankind, 
but all of creation, which groans and travails (Romans 8:18-22). When we are redeemed, and 
the righteous King reigns, then all mankind will be blessed and sing His praises. 

Conclusion 
As stated, this psalm is messianic even though not explicitly quoted in the Brit Chadashah. 
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For this psalm teaches us about King Messiah, who will reign in righteousness, defending the 
poor, and reigning over the nations as King of kings. It is in and though Him that all men will 
be blessed. It is a clear picture of Messiah’s reign in the coming Messianic Kingdom. 
------------------ 
 

Appendix 2 
Below is a list of rabbinical sources, that maybe of interest but it really goes beyond us to 
study them, or for me to comment on them. With this list I just want to show how often this 
psalm is quoted in the works of the rabbis. 

For those who want to see the Rabbinic references: 
“Psalm 72… was viewed by the ancient Synagogue as throughout Messianic, as indicated by 
the fact that the Targum renders the very first verse: ‘Give the sentence of Thy judgment to 
the King Messiah, and Thy justice to the Son of David the King,’ which is re-echoed by the 
Midrash on the passage (ed. Warsh. p. 55 b) which applies it explicitly to the Messiah”5 
As Edersheim rightly observes the entire Psalm is taken as Messianic in various rabbinical 
writings almost every verse seems allude to or quoted. These are but some of the clearest 
Rabbinical references, they were taken from the works of Raphael Patai “The Messiah Text”; 
Tom Huckel, “The Rabbinic Messiah”; Alfred Edersheim, “The Life and Times of Jesus the 
Messiah” appendix 9 “List of Old Testament passages Messianic applied in ancient Rabbinic 
writings” and finally Risto Santala, in his works “The Midrash of the Messiah” and “The 
Messiah in the Old Testament in the light of Rabbinical writings”. 
 
“The Rabbis say in their discussions that, according to Psalm 72:17, the Messiah was granted 
this position before creation. It is remarkable that the idea of the Messiah’s special status also 
comes to the fore in the Rabbi’s exposition of the Psalms.”6  
 
“… we gather, that the Kingdom of the Messiah was higher than any that is earthly, and 
destined to subdue them all. But the rendering of Psalm 72:5, 7; Psalm 110:3; and especially 
of Isaiah 9, carries us much farther. They (the rabbis) convey the idea, that the existence of 
this Messiah was regarded as premundane (before the moon, before the morning-star), and 
eternal, and His Person and dignity as superior to that of men and Angels”…7 
In light of these comments, I have gleaned some references from these works. 
 
Psalm 72:1. Midrash Tehillim (Commentary on the Psalms) 
“Another comment give your judgments to the king (Psalm 72:1) means the Messiah King of 
whom is said and there came forth a rod from stock of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1)”.8 

 
5 Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah (New York: Longmans, Green, and Co., 1896), vol 
2:719. 
6 Risto Santala, The Midrash of the Messiah (Heinola, Finland, 2002), page 137 
7 Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, vol 1:172. 
8 https://www.sefaria.org/Midrash_Tehillim.72.2?vhe=OYW&lang=en 
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Psalm 72:1. Targum (Aramaic translation of the Tanach)  
“…uttered in prophecy, O God, give your just rulings to the King Messiah, and your 
righteousness to the son of King David.” 9 

 

Psalm 72:7. Midrash Gadol uG’dola, BhM 3:130 
“When King Messiah comes – may he be revealed quickly in our days and save us, … And 
for the sake of peace the Holy One, blessed be He. Will establish the throne of David, as it is 
said, In his days shall the righteous flourish and abundance of peace (Psalm 72:7).10 
 
Psalm 72:8. Midrash Rabbah, comments on Numbers 13:14 
“… From whence do we know this about King Messiah? For it is written, He shall have 
dominion also from sea to sea, and from River unto the ends of the earth (Psalm 72.8).”11 
 
Psalm 72:8. Midrash Tehillim 
“… He shall have dominion also from sea to sea (Psalm 72:8). All this glory of dominion 
will be the king Messiah’s. And why all this? Because of righteous judgments, for it is said of 
him He shall deliver the needy when he cries; the poor also, and him that has no helper (ibid. 
72:12).”12 
 
Psalm 72:10. Midrash Bereshit Rabbah 78.12 
“… One of the common people said to Rabbi Hoshaya; ‘If I tell you a good thing, will you 
repeat it in public in my name?’ ‘What is it?’ asked he. ‘All the gifts which the Patriarch 
Jacob made to Esau,’ replied he, ‘the heathens will return them to the Messiah in the 
Messianic era.’ ‘What is the proof?’ The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall return tribute 
(Psalm 72:10): it does not say, “shall bring,” but “shall return”.’ ’By your life!’ he 
exclaimed, ‘you have said a good thing, and I will teach it in your name.’”13 
 
Psalm 72:11. Midrash Rabbah, Numbers 13.14 
“…The nations of the world brought presents to Solomon, and so they will bring in the future 
to King Messiah, as it is written, the kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall render tribute, 
the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. (Psalm 72.10).”14 
 
Psalm 72:16. Midrash Rabbah, Ecclesiastes 1.9 
“… Rabbi Berekiah said in the name of Rabbi Isaac: As the first redeemer was, so shall the 
latter Redeemer be. What is stated of the former redeemer? And Moses took his wife and his 
sons, and set them upon an ass (Exodus 4.20). Similarly, will it be with the latter Redeemer, 
as it is stated, Lowly and riding upon an ass (Zechariah 9.9). As the former redeemer caused 
manna to descend, as it is stated, Behold, I will cause to rain bread from heaven for you 
(Exodus 16.4), so will the latter Redeemer cause manna to descend, as it is stated. May he be 
as a rich cornfield in the land (Psalm 72:16). As the former redeemer made a well to rise, so 

 
9 http://targum.info/pss/ps2.htm 
10 Raphael Patai, The Messiah Text: Jewish legends of three thousand years, (Wayne State University Press, 
1979), pages 261-262. 
11 Patai, The Messiah Text, pages 192-193 
12 Tom Huckel, The Rabbinic Messiah (Philadelphia, PA: Hananeel House, 1998). Notes on Psalm 72, available 
through Logos Bible Software. 
13 Huckel, Notes on Psalm 72, (Logos).  
14 Patai, The Messiah Text, page 193. 
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will the latter Redeemer bring up water, as it is stated. And a fountain shall come forth of the 
house of the Lord, and shall water the valley of Shittim (Joel 4.18).”15 
 
Psalm 72:16. Commentary of Rashi  
“May there be an abundance of grain: Heb. פסת, an expression of spreading (פסיון), increase 
and abundance. Our Sages, however, explained this as an expression of loaves of white bread 
during the messianic era (Babylonian Talmud: Ketubot 111b, Shabbat 30b), and the entire 
psalm as referring to the messianic era. Another explanation: ִּפַסת is an expression of good 
will, like ִּפיּוס, placating; the people are appeased and accepted by the Holy One, blessed be 
He, when He gives plenty in the world.”15F

16 
 
Psalm 72:17. Babylonian Talmud, Pesachim 54a 
“… Surely it was taught: Seven things were created before the world was created, and these 
are they: The Torah, repentance, the Garden of Eden, Gehenna, the Throne of Glory, the 
Temple and the name of the Messiah … The name of the Messiah, as it is said: May his name 
endure forever, may his name blossom before the sun!” 17 Patai goes on to quote Babylonian 
Talmud Nedarim 39a; Midrash Rabbah Genesis 1.4 which essentially say the same thing. 
 
Psalm 72:17. Midrash Rabbah, Lamentations 1.51. 
“What is the name of King Messiah?.....… The school of Rabbi Yannai they said: Yinnon is 
his name, for it is written, May his name continue [yinnon] as long as the sun (Psalm 
72:17).18 
Edersheim, adds: “Indeed, one of the names given to the Messiah—that of Yinnon, according 
to Psalm 72:17 (cited in Sanhedrin 98 b)—has by some been derived from this very 
expectancy (Midrash on Ps. 93:1; Pirké de Rabbi Eliezer 32, ed. Lemburg p. 39 b)”.19 
 

“Rashi refers to psalm 72 in his exposition of Micah chapter 5 verse 2, which says of the 
Ruler of Israel who will be born in Bethlehem that his "origins are from old, from ancient 
times". According to Rashi he is “the Messiah, the Son of David, as Psalm 118 says, he is the 
'stone which the builders rejected', and his origins are from ancient times, for 'before the sun 
was, his name was Yinnon'.””20 
 
Psalm 72:17. Midrash Tehillim. 
“… His name shall endure for ever (Psalm 72:17)—that is, the king Messiah will never know 
the taste of death. Before the sun was, his name existed (ibid. 72:17). Seven things existed 
before the world was created: the throne of glory, the name of the Messiah, Torah, Israel, the 
Garden of Eden. Gehenna, repentance, and the Temple.”21 
 

 
15 Santala, The Midrash of the Messiah, page 56. 
16 https://www.sefaria.org/Psalms.72.16? 
17 Patai, The Messiah Text, page 19. 
18 Patai; The Messiah Text, page 21-22 
19 Alfred Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, vol 2:31. 
20 Risto Santala, The Messiah in the Old Testament in the light of Rabbinical writings; Online 
http://www.ristosantala.com/rsla/OT/index.html 
21 Huckel, The Rabbinic Messiah. Notes on Psalm 72 (Logos). 
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Psalm 72:17. Midrash Tehillim on Psalm 93, 3. 
“‘Your throne is established of old’ (Psalm 93:2). This, His throne, is one of the six things 
that existed in His thought before the creation of the world, namely, the throne of glory, the 
king Messiah, the Torah, Israel, the sanctuary, and repentance. Of the throne of glory, it is 
written ‘Your throne is established of old’; of the king Messiah, it is written ‘His name shall 
be continued before the sun’ (Psalm 72:17).”22 
 
Psalm 72:17. Midrash on Proverbs, Chapter 8. 
“… Rabbi Nehemiah said: Come and see what a good thing God had created in His world 
even before He created the universe. What may this be? It is the Torah! It is taught there, that 
seven things were created before the creation of the universe, and they are these: Torah, the 
Throne of Glory, the Temple [in Jerusalem], the Garden of Eden, Gehenna, Repentance, and 
the name of the Messiah … What [is the scriptural proof for] the name of the Messiah? The 
verse, ‘May his name be eternal; before the sun his name was Yinnon’ (Psalm 72:17).”23 
 
Psalm 72:17. Midrash on Proverbs, Chapter 19, 21. 
“… The Messiah has been given seven names, and these are: Yinnon, Our Righteousness, 
Shoot, Comforter, David, Shiloh, Elijah. Where [in Scripture] is Yinnon? In the verse, His 
name was Yinnon before the sun (Psalm 72:17).”24 
 
“Thus we read in (Shocher Tobh) the Midrash on Proverbs 19:21 (closing part; ed. Lemberg. 
p. 16 b) of eight names given to the Messiah, viz. Yinnon (Psalm 72:17)25 
 
Psalm 72:19. Midrash Rabbah, Esther 1.4. 
“… Now is it not only a short distance from Tiphsah to Gaza? What it means, however, is 
that as he ruled from Tiphsah to Gaza, so he ruled over the whole world. Similarly we find, 
‘From the Temple up to Jerusalem, kings shall bring presents unto you’ (Psalm 68.30). Is it 
not only a short distance from the Temple to Jerusalem? What it means, however, is that just 
as the offerings extend from the Temple to Jerusalem, so there will be a procession of 
messengers with gifts for the Messiah as it is written, ‘Yea, all kings shall prostrate 
themselves before him’ (ib. 72.11). Rabbi Cohen the brother of Rabbi Hiyya ben Abba said: 
‘As the Divine Presence stretches from the Temple to Jerusalem, so will the Divine Presence 
one day fill the world from end to end, as it is written, And let the whole world from end to 
end, as it is written, And let the whole earth be filled with His glory, Amen, and Amen’ (ib. 
19).”26 
 
Psalm 72:20. Midrash Tehillim Psalm 72, 6. 
“… The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended (kalu) (Psalm 72:20). And are not the 
remaining prayers also prayers of David the son of Jesse? Kalu, however, is to be read as kol 
’ellu, “all of these,” and hence the verse means that all of these were the prayers David 
uttered concerning his son Solomon and concerning the King Messiah.”27 

 
22 Huckel, The Rabbinic Messiah. Notes on Psalm 72 (Logos). 
23 Huckel, The Rabbinic Messiah. Notes on Psalm 72 (Logos). 
24 Huckel, The Rabbinic Messiah, Notes on Psalm 72 (Logos). 
25 Edersheim, The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, vol 1:154-155. 
26 Huckel, The Rabbinic Messiah, Notes on Psalm 72 (Logos). 
27 Huckel, The Rabbinic Messiah, Notes on Psalm 72 (Logos). 



 
 
 

12 | P a g e  
 
 
 

 
Closing thought to the appendix 

I hope that like me, you are amazed with the clarity of the Rabbis who see Messiah the King 
who was from before eternity and also would be the Son of David. That the Messiah is the 
latter Redeemer, who comes lowly and riding upon a donkey, bringing bread from heaven 
and causing living water to flow out of our hearts. When He will reign in righteousness and 
peace during the Messianic Age (the Millennial Kingdom) all kings and nations will bring 
their gifts to Him. Friends I pray in the words of the midrash may He be revealed quickly in 
our days and save us for this psalm is all about Yeshua the King, the Messiah of Israel the 
Saviour of the World. 
 
Hoping this illuminated our understanding of this Psalm a little. 
Blessings in Messiah Yeshua 
Paul & Sue 
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