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Twenty Rules that were broken at Yeshua’s Trial. 

The Laws of the Sanhedrin listed below were broken during the trials of Yeshua. These laws 

come from the Mishnah (m), particular in the tractate Sanhedrin, which deals with the laws 

regarding trials which had to deal with capital offences. This is a brief summary of these laws 

which they broke (These are copied from Yeshua vol 4 Dr Arnold Fruchtenbaum). 

 

1. There was to be no arrest by the religious authorities that was affected by a bribe. 

(Exodus 23:8) 

2. Neither the Judges, or the Sanhedrin members, were allowed to participate in the 

arrest. 

3. There were to be no steps made towards criminal proceedings after sunset. 

4. There were to be no trials before the morning sacrifice, i.e., at night. (See: m. 

Sanhedrin 4:1). 

5. All trials were to be in public, no secret trials. (See: m. Sanhedrin 1:6). 

6. Sanhedrin trials could only be conducted in the Hall of Judgment in the Temple 

compound. (See: m. Sanhedrin 11:2). 

7. In the trial procedure, the defence was to lead. (See: m. Sanhedrin 4:1). 

8. All may argue in favour of acquittal, but all may not argue in favour of conviction 

(See: m. Sanhedrin 4:1). 

9. There were to be at least two or three witnesses, and their testimony had to agree in 

every detail (Deuteronomy 19:15, and m. Sanhedrin 5:2). 

10. There was to be no allowance for the accused to testify against himself. 

11. The high priest was forbidden to rend his garments (based on Leviticus 21:10). 

12. Charges could not originate with the judge. (The judges could only investigate 

charges brought to them.) 

13. The accusation of blasphemy was only valid if the accused had pronounced the name 

of God itself, that is YHVH (See: m. Sanhedrin 7:5). 

14. A person could not be condemned on the basis of his own words alone. 

15. The verdict could not be announced at night, only in the daytime (See: m. 

Sanhedrin 4:1). 

16. In cases of capital punishment, the trial, and the verdict of guilty, could not occur at 

the same time, but had to be separated by at least 24 hours (See: m. Sanhedrin 4:1). 

17. Voting for the death penalty had to be done by individual court, beginning with the 

youngest, so that the younger members would not be influenced by the elders (See: m. 

Sanhedrin 4:2). 

18. A unanimous decision for guilt shows innocence, since it is impossible for all the 

members present to agree without plotting (See: b. Sanhedrin 32a.). 

19. The verdict of guilty, and the sentence, could not be pronounced on the same day, but 

had to be separated by three days. 

20. Judges were to be humane and kind. 

21. A person condemned to death was neither to be scourged, nor to be beaten, prior to 

being executed. 

22. No trials are allowed on the evening of either the Sabbath or on a feast day (See: m. 

Sanhedrin 4:1). 

 

Those are the 22 laws which had previously been passed by the Sanhedrin, and which would 

be violated by them in connection with the religious trial of Yeshua. Their main accusation 

against Yeshua was that He broke the Mishnaic laws, and they were now going to be guilty of 

the same offence themselves. 
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Leadership of the Sanhedrin 

The large Sanhedrin in Jerusalem was composed of 71 men: 

a. Nasi (president) this was the High Priest (while the Temple was standing). 

b. Beit Av Din (vice-president) often a Pharisee (after the destruction of the 

Temple both offices fall into the hands of the Pharisees). 

c. All former high Priests. 

d. Twenty-Four Chief priest. 

e. Scribes. 

f. Pharisees.  

g. Sadducees. 

h. Community leaders.  

 

 

 

 

 


